Online Appendix to “US Immigration from Latin America in Historical Perspective”
Table 1 variable descriptions and data sources:

The dependent variable is the change in the number of foreign born over each decade based on
decennial Census or American Community Survey data from IPUMS (Ruggles et al. 2022)
divided by the origin country population at the start of the decade based on United Nations
World Population Prospects (UN WPP) data (United Nations 2022). We use the person weights
to create population totals from the Census and ACS data. We use 2019 data instead of 2020 and,
for the data used in the regressions, multiply the 2010s immigration rate by 10/9 to make it
comparable to the complete decades.

The migrant network is an indicator variable for whether a country’s number of foreign born
living in the U.S. relative to the origin population, both measured at start of decade, is in the top
half of LACs during 1960 to 2010.

The share of the population ages 5-14 at the start of each decade is based on data from UN WPP.

The growth rate of real GDP per capita over the decade is based on data from Penn World Table
10.0 (Feenstra, Inklaar, and Timmer 2015; Feenstra, Inklaar, and Timmer 2022). We use output-
side per capita real GDP at chained PPP in millions of 2017 US dollars. For Cuba, we use data
on real GDP per capita, PPP, for 1970-2010 from Penn World Table 7.1 (University of
Pennsylvania 2022); for the growth rate between 2010 and 2019, we use data on real GDP per
capita from the World Bank (2022). For the data used in the regressions, we multiply the 2010-
2019 growth rate by 10/9 to make it comparable to the complete decades.

The number of balance of payments crises during a decade is calculated following Hanson and
Mclntosh (2012). We calculate the number of balance of payment crises during each decade
using Cavallo’s (2006) sudden stop measure. Specifically, we use Cavallo’s first measure of
sudden stops, with a few differences. We limit the sample years from 1970-2019 due to data
availability; the number of balance of payments crises in the 1960s is set equal to 0 for all
countries. We calculate real GDP per capita using data from the Penn World Table version 10.0
(Feenstra, Inklaar, and Timmer 2015; Feenstra, Inklaar, and Timmer 2022). To calculate real
GDP per capita for each country, we divide output-side real GDP at chained PPP in millions of
2017 U.S. dollars by the population. We use the population standard deviation when calculating
the standard deviation of the financial account. We use financial account and current account
data from the International Monetary Fund’s Balance of Payments and International Investment
Position Statistics (BOP/IPP) database, accessed through Haver Analytics.

The measures of natural disasters are based on data from EM-DAT, the International Disaster
Database (EM-DAT 2022). As described in the text, we classify natural disasters as major if they
affected over 10 percent of the population or killed over 0.01 percent of the population. We
calculate population shares using the EM-DAT data on the number affected or number deaths
relative to the country’s population at the most recent 5-year interval using the UN WPP data
(e.g., we use 1975 population for a natural disaster in 1979).



The measure of armed conflicts is based on data from the Uppsala Conflict Data Program
(2022a, 2022b). As described in the text, we consider an armed conflict as major once it has
resulted in at least 1,0000 deaths since it began, and we include both conflicts that include the
state (UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset version 21.1; see Davies, Pettersson and Oberg 2022
and Gleditsch et al. 2002), and those that only involve non-state actors (UCDP Non-State
Conflict Dataset version 21.1; see Davies, Pettersson and Oberg 2022 and Sundberg, Eck, and
Kreutz 2012).

We measure distance from the US using the population-weighted distance measure from CEPII
(2022); see Mayer and Zignago (2011).

References

Cavallo, Eduardo A. 2006. “Trade, Gravity, and Sudden Stops: On How Commercial Trade Can
Increase the Stability of Capital Flows.” Research Department Working Paper 588, Inter-
American Development Bank.

CEPIL. 2022. GeoDist [dataset]. Paris: CEPII.
http://www.cepii.fr/cepii/en/bdd_modele/presentation.asp?id=6 (accessed November 10, 2022).

Davies, Shawn, Therese Pettersson & Magnus Oberg. 2022. “Organized Violence 1989-2021
and Drone Warfare.” Journal of Peace Research 59 (4): 593—-610.

EM-DAT. 2022. “International Disaster Database.” Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of
Disasters, School of Public Health, Université Catholique de Louvain [distributor].
https://www.emdat.be/ (accessed November 2, 2022).

Feenstra, Robert C., Robert Inklaar and Marcel P. Timmer. 2015. “The Next Generation of the
Penn World Table.” American Economic Review, 105 (10): 3150-82. www.ggdc.net/pwt

Feenstra, Robert C., Robert Inklaar and Marcel P. Timmer. 2022. “Penn World Table version
10.0.” Groningen Growth and Development Centre [distributor].
https://doi.org/10.15141/S5Q94M (accessed November 3, 2022).

Gleditsch, Nils Petter, Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg, and Hévard
Strand. 2002. “Armed Conflict 1946-2001: A New Dataset.” Journal of Peace Research 39 (5):
615-37.

Hanson, Gordon H., and Craig Mclntosh. 2012. “Birth Rates and Border Crossings: Latin
American Migration to the US, Canada, Spain and the UK.” Economic Journal 122 (561): 707—
26.

Mayer, Thierry, and Soledad Zignago. 2011. “Notes on CEPII’s Distances Measures: The
GeoDist Database.” CEPII Working Paper 2011-25.


http://www.cepii.fr/cepii/en/bdd_modele/presentation.asp?id=6
https://www.emdat.be/
https://doi.org/10.15141/S5Q94M

Ruggles, Steven, Sarah Flood, Ronald Goeken, Megan Schouweiler and Matthew Sobek. 2022.
IPUMS USA: Version 12.0 [dataset]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS.
https://doi.org/10.18128/D010.V12.0 (accessed November 2, 2022).

Sundberg, Ralph, Kristine Eck and Joakim Kreutz. 2012. “Introducing the UCDP Non-State
Conflict Dataset.” Journal of Peace Research 49 (2): 351-62.

United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division. 2022. World
Population Prospects 2022, Online Edition [dataset]. New York, NY: United Nations.
https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/ (accessed November 2, 2022).

University of Pennsylvania. 2022. “Purchasing Power Parity Converted GDP Per Capita (Chain
Series) for Cuba [RGDPCHCUA625NUPN].” Retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis. https://fred.stlouisfed.org/seriess RGDPCHCUA625NUPN (accessed November 3,
2022).

Uppsala Conflict Data Program. 2022a. UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset Version 22.1
[dataset]. Uppsala, Sweden: Uppsala Conflict Data Program.
https://ucdp.uu.se/downloads/ucdpprio/ucdp-prio-acd-221-csv.zip (accessed November 2, 2022).

Uppsala Conflict Data Program. 2022b. UCDP Non-State Conflict Dataset Version 22.1
[dataset]. Uppsala, Sweden: Uppsala Conflict Data Program.
https://ucdp.uu.se/downloads/nsos/ucdp-nonstate-221-csv.zip (accessed November 2, 2022).

World Bank. 2022. “GDP per capita (constant 2015 US$) — Cuba.” Retrieved from World Bank.
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.KD?locations=CU (accessed November 11,
2022).


https://doi.org/10.18128/D010.V12.0
https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/RGDPCHCUA625NUPN
https://ucdp.uu.se/downloads/ucdpprio/ucdp-prio-acd-221-csv.zip
https://ucdp.uu.se/downloads/nsos/ucdp-nonstate-221-csv.zip
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.KD?locations=CU

