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Microdata from state electricity distribution companies in Bihar, India is used for Figure 2 and Figure 6 of our paper. These data are not available to the public. In lieu of underlying data files, here we provide a description of each file as well as definitions of relevant variables.


Figure 2

Files:    SUPPLY_ASSIGNMENT_CONSUMPTION_REVENUE_merged.dta (north Bihar)
      SB_SUPPLY_ASSIGNMENT_CONSUMPTION_REVENUE_merged.dta (south Bihar)

Description: Feeder-month panel of electricity supply and revenue rate, separately for utilities in North and South Bihar. A feeder is a branch of the electricity grid serving 1500-2500 households. Our sample consists of selected feeders in primarily rural areas that are part of a randomized experiment we conducted. Data collected from 2014-2018 but we use data from May 2017-April 2018, the most recent year available.

Variables:
· north: = 1 if feeder is in north Bihar
· feeder_id: unique ID for each feeder
· treatment: indicator for feeder treatment status in a randomized experiment we conducted in Bihar. We only use control feeders (treatment = 0) to generate the figure.
· month: month when revenue and supply are observed 
· avg_rate: (from 0 to 1) The average revenue rate at the feeder. The revenue rate equals total funds collected (paid) by customers at the feeder, divided by the total amount that should have been paid (assuming no losses) at the published tariff rate. Since feeders may have consumers in different tariff categories, we compute the published tariff rate as the average tariff weighted by the number of consumers in each category at that feeder. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]avg_supply: (from 0 to 24) Average hours of electricity/day supplied to the feeder in the month.


Figure 6

Files: billing_collection_oct17_jun18.dta

Description: Data from individual bills in north Bihar, specifically the amount owed (assessed) and paid (collected) by each consumer. Data were originally collected at the monthly level, and then summed by consumer across a 9-month period from October 2017 to June 2018. In many cases a bill is issued but no collection is recorded; in this case, we infer zero payment was made.

Variables:
· unitsconsumed: average kWh consumer uses each month, averaged over non-missing months in the 9-month period
· logunitsconsumed: log (base 10) of unitsconsumed
· assessmentwithdps: total amount billed (assessed) from the consumer within the 9-month period
· totalcollection: total amount collected from the consumer within the 9-month period
· collection_rate: the collection rate conditional on receiving billed; this does not capture losses from stolen (unbilled power). Computed as totalcollection/assessmentwithdps.
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