My dear compatriots,
2008 is drawing to a close. It has been tough.
This is why I want first to think of those whom life has hit hard, those who have lost their jobs through no fault of their own, those who are victims of injustice and those who have to cope with the absence of a loved one.
I want to think of our soldiers who at this very moment are risking their lives for our security and for peace. I want to think of their families who are finding this separation painful. And even more especially of those mourning a son, husband, fiancé or father.
For all the French, this year has been difficult. The global economic and financial crisis has added its share of grief and suffering. Every one of you is enduring its consequences.
In the face of this crisis I realize the responsibility resting on me. I shall shoulder this responsibility so that the State affords protection to all those who need it and our country emerges stronger from this ordeal.
Ever since the difficulties emerged I have always told you the truth and acted. It was my duty to do so.
The worst response to this situation would have been for every country to take decisions without regard for the others. The initiatives I took in the name of the French Presidency of the European Union to coordinate the action of all Europeans and bring together the heads of State of the 20 biggest world powers in Washington have enabled the world to avoid sliding down the slope of "every man for himself" which would have been fatal. In the same way, doing nothing would be a mistake.
I have promised that the same causes would no longer produce the same effects. France has demanded changes to make capitalism more ethical, promote entrepreneurs rather than speculators and penalize the unacceptable excesses which have rightly scandalized you in order to restore the full importance of the human dimension in the economy. We shall get results at the forthcoming London summit on 2 April.
In a period of crisis such as the world hadn’t known for a very long time, I have tried to change Europe. I have always firmly believed that Europe mustn’t passively put up with things, but take action and protect. With the joint response to the financial crisis, resolution of the Georgia crisis, creation of the Union for the Mediterranean and agreement on climate and energy, we now have proof that this is possible. This was only a first step. We have to continue since I remain convinced that the world needs a strong, independent and imaginative Europe.
Great difficulties await us in 2009. I am fully aware of this. I am more determined than ever to address them, with the concern for fairness, and absolutely bent on getting results. After securing everyone’s savings thanks to the bank rescue plan, it’s now everyone’s jobs which have to be secured. The massive €26 billion economic investment revitalization plan decided on will contribute to this. It’s a substantial effort. Measures have been decided to save our car industry, in return for the manufacturers’ commitment to stop relocating production abroad. Other initiatives will be taken with the sovereign fund set up to maintain our industrial fabric.
We shall be pragmatic, attentive, and quick to react and, if more needs to be done, then we’ll do it, while keeping calm.
We have, my dear compatriots, the wherewithal to tackle the problems.
Provided we show solidarity with one another. I shall not let the most vulnerable fight alone in the severest of difficulties. In tough times, we need to display solidarity without discouraging work. This is why I wanted the creation of the RSA programme (1), which will implemented for the first time in 2009. From now on, every French person who starts a new job will be encouraged, feel valued and be rewarded.
For us to pull through, everyone will have to make efforts, since a new world will emerge from this crisis, one we must prepare ourselves for by working more, investing more, and pursuing the reforms which there is no question of halting because they are vital for our future.
During 2009, we shall reform the hospital sector, whose personnel display admirable devotion and skill, the vocational training schemes which are essential to ensure everyone has the opportunity of a job, our local government system which so much conservatism has made inextricable and the research on which our competitiveness depends.
I am thinking too of the secondary education reform needed to prevent the failure of so many of our children in higher education and the injustice depriving so many sons and daughters of families from modest backgrounds of the same opportunities as the others. I have asked for time for dialogue because taking the time to reflect together won’t slow the reform down. It will speed it up.
Finally, I am thinking of the reform of our penal procedure which is so important for protecting our individual freedoms more effectively – and the crying need for this emerged several times over the past year.
My dear compatriots, I shall conduct all these reforms with the Prime Minister, François Fillon, and the government, not because this is the normal way of proceeding, but because on them depend France’s ability to make a place for herself in the new world being built. This way we shall become more competitive and more innovative. And, at the same time, we shall safeguard the values which give us our distinct identity: work, effort, merit, laïcité [secularity] and solidarity, without which no effort is acceptable.
Finally, France will continue to act in Africa, in Asia and of course in the Middle East where I shall be going on Monday because it is France’s duty to seek everywhere the paths of peace, as well as to work for human rights.
My dear compatriots,
The crisis compels us to change faster and more radically. The crisis is an ordeal. It’s also a challenge. I want to take up this challenge with you. You can count on me.
We have some substantial strengths. When they are united the French people have sufficient energy, intelligence and courage for us together to have confidence in the future.
We are going to emerge stronger from this crisis.
From the depths of my heart I extend to each and every one of you my best wishes for 2009.
Long live the Republic,
And long live France./.

Françaises, Français, my dear compatriots,
The year drawing to a close has been difficult for everyone. No continent, no country, no sector has been spared. The economic crisis brought new hardships, further suffering, in France as elsewhere. I’m particularly thinking of those who lost their jobs. However, our country has been less hard-hit than many others. We owe this to our social model which cushioned the impact and the tough measures which were taken to support economic activity and above all ensure that no one was left behind.
But each and every one of you deserves the greatest credit. I want to pay tribute this evening to the sangfroid and courage of the French in the face of the crisis. I want to pay special tribute to both sides of industry which have demonstrated a great sense of responsibility, to the voluntary organizations which have come to the aid of those in greatest need, to the business leaders – there are many of them – who have striven to save jobs.
Together we have avoided the worst. But we have also prepared the future. At a time when there’s every indication that growth is going to return, we see that during 2009, in the midst of all kinds of difficulties, a new world began to be built.
A new organization of the world is taking shape through the G20. Problems which for a very long time had been arousing huge concern and seemed insoluble, such as extravagant bonuses and tax havens, are on the way to being resolved – even the Copenhagen summit, which opened a door to the future by managing to get all the States to commit to numerical targets to combat global warming and lay down the principle of funding for the poorest countries to be paid for by a tax on financial speculation. Europe has at last given itself institutions which are going to allow it to act and France has continued her transformation. She reaches the end of this year with more employment- and investment-friendly taxation thanks to the reform of the taxe professionnelle [local tax on operating businesses], a secondary-school system which prepares pupils more effectively for higher education, universities which are at last autonomous, a minimum service on public transport [in the event of strikes], a revenue de solidarité active [additional income support] which encourages our poorest compatriots to get back into work, vocational training more geared to the needs of young people and jobseekers, a hospital system, “judicial map” [location and jurisdiction of French courts] and organization of our defence system better tailored to the needs of our time, and a French-style sovereign fund to help our companies develop and protect them.
Thanks to an unprecedented investment plan, we’re going to be able not just to carry through the digital revolution, give everyone broadband access, digitize our books so our language and culture can continue spanning the world, but also create 20,000 places in special boarding schools (internats d’excellence) to restore genuine equality of opportunity and inject substantial funding into our higher education and research in order to meet the skills challenge.
Thanks to the Hadopi Act (1) to be implemented in 2010, our creators and artists are going to be protected.
Thanks to the Grenelle Environment Forum, we are going to be able to take up the challenge of protecting our environment. This is a field where it’s very difficult to change mindsets and behaviours. But I’m not a man who gives up at the first hurdle, and environmental taxes which allow the taxing of pollution and shift the tax burden away from work are a major issue. As soon as 20 January, the government will present new legislation to encourage consumers to consume better and producers to produce “green”.
A great many reforms have been carried out. I know that they have upset habits and before producing their effects have sometimes aroused concerns. But who can believe that in this shifting world, inertia is an alternative? We still have a lot of work to do. I shall take the lead in this with the Prime Minister and the government in a dialogue and with a view to ensuring fairness. In 2010, we are going to have to reduce unemployment and exclusion, cut our current expenditure so that we can increase our spending on up-and-coming sectors, simplify our overcumbersome, too complicated and too expensive local government organization, consolidate our pension system, whose financial sustainability it’s my duty to ensure, take up the challenge of dependency which in the coming decades will be one of the most painful problems confronting our families. In 2010 we will be reforming our justice system so that it more effectively protects freedoms and pays more attention to victims.
My dear compatriots, even though the ordeals aren’t over, 2010 will be a year of renewal. The efforts we have been making for two-and-half years are going to bear fruit.
At this extremely crucial moment we must remain united as we were at the height of the crisis. This unity allowed us to take the initiative and carry others along with us. The ideas France defends are going to gain acceptance in the quest for a new world order: more balance, more regulation and greater justice and peace. These ideas impose on us a duty of exemplarity.
Let us respect one another, make the effort to understand each other, avoid words and attitudes which wound. Let’s be capable of debating without tearing each other apart, insulting each other, or becoming disunited.
A France which has closed ranks, has confidence in herself and looks at the future as the promise of an achievement, that’s the wish I make for our country.
To each of you, my dear compatriots, I send all my wishes for happiness in the coming year, with a special thought for our soldiers, separated from their families, who are risking their lives to defend our values and guarantee our secuity.
To our overseas compatriots I want to express my determination that the Republic will honour the promise of equality and dignity which it has not sufficiently honoured in the past.
And to the most vulnerable among us, those whom age has weakened, those whom the accidents of life have sorely tried, I want this evening to say that they won’t be abandoned. In the face of isolation, solitude, so widespread in our modern societies, I should like 2010 to be the year when we restore meaning to the beautiful word “fraternity”, which is part of our republican motto.
My dear compatriots,
Long live the Republic and long live France!

My dear compatriots,
2010 is drawing to a close. I know it’s been a tough year for many of you. The effects of the economic and financial crisis, which began three years ago, have continued to be felt and many people have lost their jobs, only exacerbating the sense of injustice felt by workers who were in no way responsible for the crisis.
However, thanks to the work of the French, their courage, their ability to adapt, the strength of our economy and the advantages of our social model, the recession was less severe and shorter than what many of our partners experienced.
And 2011 looks hopeful. Growth is returning. The major reforms under way are starting to bear fruit. Our universities – autonomous at last – are opening themselves up and modernizing like never before. Our researchers have been given huge financial resources thanks to the “big loan”. Our companies are making full use of the crédit d’impôt recherche [R&D tax credit] to innovate. Over five million employees worked tax-free overtime, as much for themselves as for the companies employing them, allowing us to support spending power despite the crisis. Our pension system was shielded from the threat of bankruptcy, which was inevitable had we done nothing. It’s our elders’ pensions which were saved and, for the first time, France was able to carry through a major reform without violence and without it being blocked, thanks to the minimum service mechanism, which worked well, and to the spirit of responsibility of the French people, who were well aware that this step, however painful, was unavoidable. I want to pay tribute to their maturity and collective understanding.
Europe has managed to face up to the storm – admittedly, not fully enough and often not quickly enough – but Europe has held firm and Europe has protected us.
My dear compatriots, don’t believe those who propose that we abandon the euro. To isolate France would be madness. The end of the euro would be the end of Europe. I shall fight with all my might against that backward step, which would mean contempt for 60 years of the European enterprise that have brought peace and fraternity to our continent. I say this all the more emphatically because I’ve always campaigned for Community preference and I’ve always fought for the protection of our industry, for reciprocity and an end to naivety in trade talks with our main partners. Europe is essential to our future, our identity and our values.
My deepest conviction for 2011 is that we must continue tirelessly to reinforce our strengths and eliminate our weaknesses by being more competitive, better training our young people, working better and reducing our public spending and deficits, or else see our independence seriously threatened. Let’s look at what’s happened in Europe. Those countries which have sought to live above their means without thinking of tomorrow have taken a heavy toll. My first duty is to protect France in that respect. So France will stick to her commitments by balancing her books. I won’t compromise on that aim.
I know 2012 will be a very important electoral year. But it’s 2011 now: we can’t afford the luxury of a year of pre-electoral immobility while the world moves ahead at an astounding speed. So 2011 must be a productive year for the French. Difficulty is no barrier when the nation’s interest and French people’s common good are at stake.
My duty is to prioritize the general interest under all circumstances. To the last minute of my mandate, I shall follow no other rule. So we’ll continue to carry out reforms, because that’s the only way to protect France and the French. Protect them from dependency, because everyone has the right to their dignity in the face of old age. Protect them from offshoring, by harmonizing our taxation with our German neighbours. Protect them from daily more brutal violence by multiple offenders by opening our magistrates’ courts to people’s juries. That way it’ll be the people who can give their opinion on how severely we respond to behaviour which exasperates the country.
With Prime Minister François Fillon, in whom I have full confidence, and with the government we must work tirelessly throughout this year to rebuild prosperity for France, which will enable us to create the jobs we need. I shall do my duty by listening, by talking but, when the time comes, by taking the decisions required, in a spirit of truth and justice.
I shall do so with scrupulous respect for our most cherished republican principles. Firstly, laïcité (1) and the rejection of communautarisme (2): the law banning the burqa will be applied in both the spirit and the letter. Reminding everyone that there can be no rights without corresponding responsibilities: school is obligatory and truancy is unacceptable because it condemns to failure those who fall prey to it. Respect for the law is inviolable and you don’t treat it with contempt, just as the respect due to France by those we take in is a requirement. Equality of opportunity and justice, which are neither egalitarianism nor charity and must make us reassert the value of work as an absolutely inviolable priority. And finally, freedom, which must go hand in hand with the respect everyone owes to others.
Throughout the year, my dear compatriots, France will bear the heavy responsibility of the twofold Presidency of the G20 and the G8. She will uphold the idea of a more regulated, less brutal world where interdependence forces everyone to listen more to others. France will robustly defend her interests without ever giving up her values on multilateralism, respect for human rights, the fight for development and the imperative of protecting our planet.
My dear compatriots, I want to send you my wishes, my most sincere, warmest wishes for a happy 2011.
Particularly in my thoughts are those suffering hardship and distress, especially our hostages, for whom we’ll go on doing our utmost until the day of their release, and for our soldiers spending this New Year far from their families, risking their lives to defend our values and freedom.
My dear fellow citizens,
Long live the Republic and long live France!./.

My dear compatriots,
2011 is drawing to a close. It will have been a year of many upheavals.
From the outset of the crisis, which has brought the global economy to the brink of collapse several times over the past three years, I have never hidden from you the truth about its gravity or its possible repercussions on employment and purchasing power.
This crisis, which is a punishment for 30 years of global economic, commercial, financial and monetary chaos, this unprecedented crisis, very probably the most serious since the Second World War, isn’t over.
Countries such as Greece, Ireland and Portugal, but also such powerful ones as Spain and even Italy, were caught up in the turmoil of it.
In the storm, you suffered. I know that many of you – your lives already tested by two difficult years – have once again taken a severe battering. You are finishing the year more worried for yourselves and for your children.
And yet there are grounds for hope. We must, we can remain confident about the future. Because even though so many countries have experienced insurmountable difficulties, France has held out. She has resisted.
She has held out, she has resisted, she has so far managed to banish the doubt which triggers crises of confidence, thanks to the courage and sang-froid you have shown for three years, thanks to our solid institutions, thanks to our social welfare system which guarantees solidarity in adversity, thanks to the reforms we have carried out over the past few years. I am thinking in particular of the pensions reform and all the measures aimed at cutting our public spending, which have allowed France to retain the confidence of those who lend her their savings to finance her economy.
It isn’t a matter of denying the difficulties we are going through. But in these times of hardship, France has been able to protect the most important things. I want to pay special tribute to all those among you who, through your work, have helped our economy develop.
My dear compatriots,
We must be courageous, we must be clear-sighted.
The global situation tells us that 2012 will be a year of immense risks, but immense possibilities too; immense hope, if we know how to take up the challenges; immense danger if we do not act.
Putting off the choices because they are difficult is the worst option. When you decide too late, the price to pay is higher. And the suffering greater.
In 2012, France’s destiny may once again change dramatically.
Emerging from the crisis, building a new growth model, creating a new Europe: those are a few of the challenges awaiting us. I want to express to you my conviction that we shall have more strength to face up to them if we are united with our European partners.
But we must face these challenges. We can neither reject nor postpone them. We cannot ignore this new world.
In five months’ time we have a presidential election. It is an important date. When the time comes, you will make your choice. But between now and then I must continue to act, because the history of the coming decades is being written now.
On 18 January, the Prime Minister and I will bring together the representatives of our country’s economic and social forces. I’ll listen to the proposals of each, and before the end of January we’ll take – and take responsibility for – major decisions, because the challenges are crucial.
The crisis is grave, the circumstances are exceptional and the decisions must be commensurate with this gravity. It is a duty I shall not shirk.
I do not underestimate the consequences that the ratings agencies and financial market surges – and indeed our past mistakes – can have on our economy, but let me make this clear to everyone: neither the markets nor the agencies will dictate France’s policy.
Ultimately, the only way to preserve our sovereignty and take control of our destiny is to choose – as we have done up till now – the path of structural reforms rather than that of knee-jerk reactions, which only add to confusion and disorder and do not restore confidence.
The problem at issue isn’t a new round of spending cuts for the coming year. What had to be done has been done by the government.
Our work must now give priority to growth, competitiveness and reindustrialization: they alone will enable us to create jobs and purchasing power.
There are three subjects that seem to me to dominate.
We won’t pull through by leaving behind those who are already suffering the painful consequences of a crisis they are not responsible for. We won’t build our competitiveness on exclusion but on our ability to give each person a role in the nation. That is why those who have lost their jobs must be the focus of all our attention.
We must change our view of unemployment and ensure that training jobless people becomes the absolute priority, so they can each rebuild a future for themselves. Training and not just compensating: that must be our goal. Nobody must be able to exempt themselves from this obligation or be excluded from this opportunity.
The second subject is that of financing our social welfare: it can no longer depend mainly on work, which can so easily be relocated. We must ease the pressure on work and secure a financial contribution from the imports that compete with our products thanks to cheap labour. For years this subject has been at the heart of every debate. I shall listen to the employers’ and unions’ proposals, and then we shall decide.
The third subject is that of the deregulation of finance, which shocks you all the more deeply because it is, to a great extent, the source of the current difficulties.
We must make finance play a part in repairing the damage it has caused. It is a matter of effectiveness. It is a matter of justice. It is a matter of morality. The financial transaction tax must be put in place.
My dear compatriots,
My duty is to address the issues and protect you.
You can rest assured that I shall shoulder – to the very end and completely – the heavy responsibilities you have entrusted me with, and that I will not cease to act in the general interest.
Everyone must shoulder their responsibilities: that is why I call on all decision-makers in companies and in the economy to do everything to safeguard employment. I call on all players in the public services to redouble their consideration for all those who need our solidarity.
My dear compatriots,
I have confidence in France’s strength.
I am certain of the path we must follow.
I offer this evening my very best wishes of happiness for the new year to you, to all those dear to you, to our soldiers risking their lives beyond our borders, to their families, who live in anxiety, and to all those people in the world who fight for freedom.
Happy New Year to everyone.
Long live the Republic!
And long live France!.
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