



 Events crowd in upon us and because of their quick
succession we are apt to miss their significance. Some of
us give messages on every occasion exhorting people to great
endeavour and even these messages become stale for repetition.
Yet, undoubtedly, January 26, 1950, is a day of high
significance for India and the Indian people. It does mean
the consummation of one important phase of our national
struggle. That journey is over, to give place to another and
perhaps more arduous journey. A pledge is fulfilled and the
fulfilment of every pledge gives satisfaction and strength for
future endeavour.
There is a peculiar appropriateness about this January
26, for this day links up the past with the present and this
present is seen to grow out of that past. Twenty years ago
we 'took the first pledge of independence. During these
twenty years we have known struggle and conflict and failure
and achievement. The man who led us through apparent
failure to achievement is no more with us but the fruit of his
labours is ours. What we do with this fruit depends upon
many factors, the basic factors being those on which Gandhiji·
laid stress throughout his career-high character, integrity
of mind and purpose, a spirit of tolerance and co-operation
and hard work. I can only suggest to our people that we
should found our republican freedom on these basic characteristics
and shed fear and hatred from our minds and think
always of the betterment of the millions of our people.
We are fortunate to witness the emergence of the
Republic of India and our successors may well envy us this
day; but fortune is a hostage which has to be zealously
guarded by our own good work and which has a tendency
to slip away if we slacken in our efforts or if we look in wrong
directions.

I am going to speak to you tonight about the General Election.
All of you know something about them and there is
naturally a great deal of interest in the country on this subject.
It is right that each one of you should take an interest in this
democratic process which is taking place on a scale yet
unknown to history. It is also important that you take interest
as citizens of the Republic of India, the future of which will,
no doubt, be affected by these elections. Democracy is based
on the active and intelligent interest of the people in their
national affairs and in the elections that result in the formation
of governments.
Let us first have an idea of the extent to which the General
Elections will affect the country. There are altogether 2,293
constituencies in India. These include constituencies for
Parliament, that is, for the House of the People and the
Council of States and for the Legislative Assemblies and
Councils in the States. Altogether 4,412 representatives will
be chosen for these various Legislatures.
The number of voters on our electoral rolls is about
176,600,000. The number of polling booths will approximately be 224,000.
Each polling booth will have to be manned by a Presiding
Officer, five clerks and four policemen. As elections will not
take place all over India simultaneously, part of the staff
required will do duty in more. than one place. A rough
estimate of the specialized staff required is :
Presiding Officers 56,000
Clerks 280,000
Policemen 224,000
To these will be added vast numbers of Government servants
and voluntary workers. Indeed, the whole machinery
of the State. will be especially geared for the elections.
The estimated cost of these elections, both for the Central
Government and State Governments, is approximately
Rs. 100,000,000.
I have referred only to the official staff; but in addition
there will be an election agent for every candidate as well as
other agents and assistants.
Thus, the number of people engaged in these elections,
besides the voters, is very large. Indeed, the entire organization
has been built on a colossal scale and is a test for all of us.
The gigantic preparation for the actual business of polling
has been preceded by a tremendous amount of human
labour. To begin with, the electoral rolls ha to be prepared.
You can imagine what a great quantity of paper must have
been required for these rolls and the vast amount of printing
which had to be done.
Unfortunately, many of our voters are not literate and
we have, therefore, to provide coloured boxes with emblems
for different parties and candidates. This introduces a fresh
burden which the Governments at the Centre and in the
states have to shoulder. For the purpose, they have had to
build up a huge staff which functions under the Central
Election Commission. But no amount of governmental
organization can make these elections a success unless the
people themselves co-operate. It is, therefore, of the utmost
importance for our people that they understand all the processes
which lead us to their vqte and give us their intelligent
co-operation.
Many organized parties are running candidates for these
elections. It is also likely that there will be some independent
candidates. Every party and every candidate must be given
a fair and equal chance in these elections. The fact that one
party happens to be in charge of government does not entitle
it to any special privileges during the elections. Officers of
the Government must function impartially. Strict instructions
have been issued to all of them by the Central and the
State Governments, that they should carry out their duties
with the strictest neutrality. The law has laid down penalties
for any improper conduct on the part of a public servant.
The Election Commission has also issued similar warnings
on several occasions and suitable action will certainly be
taken in regard to improper or illegal conduct.
Candidates and their agents must remember their
duties and obligations and make it a point to be well
acquainted with the complicated law on the subject of elections.
Any error or lapse may disqualify them.
The Ministers of the Government, many of whom will
themselves be standing as candidates for election, have a
difficult task before them. They must not utilize their official
position to further their own election prospects in any way.
They must try to separate, as far as possible, their official
duties from their electoral or private work. Detailed instructions
to this effect have been issued.
It should always be remembered that the National Flag
must not be used or exploited for party purposes. Indeed,
there- are strict rules as to when the National Flag may
be used officially. It must not be used for any election
purpose.
The whole object of democratic elections is to ascertain
the views of the electorate on major problems and to enable
the electorate to select their representatives. Parties place
their programmes before the public and carry on intensive
propaganda to convince the electorate of the virtues of each
individual programme as well as of the demerits of other
programmes. These conflicting approaches are supposed to
educate and enlighten the electorate and enable it to choose
rightly.
For some reason, elections cause a great deal of excitement
and sometimes even passion. Unfortunately, this excitement
may also lead to improper behaviour and to a lowering
of normal standards of democracy. We have to be on our
guard against this. It is of the utmost importance that all of
us, whatever the party to which we belong, should maintain
a high level of propriety and decorous behaviour. Our propaganda
by speech or in writing should not be personal but
should deal with policies and programmes. It should on no
account be allowed to degenerate into personal criticism
and abuse. The standard we set up now will act as a
precedent and govern future elections.
The elections have already begun and polling has taken
place in some of the remote valleys of Himachal Pradesh.
This had to be done now because in mid-winter the
m-ountain passes are closed and travelling becomes very
difficult. For the same reason, --a few constituencies in the
mountainous parts of Uttar Pradesh will poll next February.
These are exceptional cases and polling will take place over
the length and breadth of the country in January on the
dates which have already been announced.
I have given you a simple and rather bald account of
these elections. I should like you, however, to try and realize
the deep significance of this great adventure of the Indian
people. Hundreds of millions of people in India will determine the future of this country. They will put their voting
papers in tens of thousands of ballot boxes indicating their
choice and will or should do so peacefully. Out of these voting
papers will emerge the Members of the Parliament of India
and of the State Assemblies and we shall accept the result
of this. election without question.
That is the essence of democracy. All of us naturally
want the cause we represent to triumph and we strive for
that end. In a democracy, we have to know how to win
and also how to lose with grace. Those who win should not
allow this to go to their heads, those who lose should not feel
dejected.
The manner of winning or losing is even more important
than the result. It is better to lose in the right way than to
win in the wrong way. Indeed, if success comes through
misconceived effort or wrong means, then the value of that
success itself is lost.
There have been interminable arguments about ends
and means in India. Do wrong means justify right ends?
So far as we, in India, are concerned we decided long ago
that no end, for which wrong means were employed, could
be right. If we apply that principle to the elections, we must
come to the conclusion that it is far better that the person
with wrong ends in view be elected than that the persons
whose aims are worthy should win through dubious methods ..
If dubious methods are employed, then the rightness of the
aims becomes meaningless.
I lay stress upon this because it is important and because
there is a tendency, during election time, to disregard all
standards of behaviour. I earnestly hope that every candidate
along with his supporters will remember that to some extent
he has the honour of India in his keeping and conduct himself
accordingly.
For the 4,412 seats to be filled, there are innumerable
applicants. Out of these, a limited number will be chosen to
contest the seats, so that there will be a large number of
people who are not chosen as candidates or who, being
chosen, do not succeed. I hope that those who fall out in the
first or the second round will not t'ake it too much to heart.
There is a mistaken impression that one can serve India only
if one goes to the legislatures. No doubt peqple can serve
India in the legislatures but perhaps they can do so much
better outside. Elections will come again and there is no
point in getting too excited about them. Let us face them
calmly and take them in our stride.
I should like to add something I have often said before.
We owe a special duty to our minority communities and to
those who are backward economically or educationally and
who form the largest part of the population of India. We are
all clamouring for our rights and, privileges. It is more
important to remember our duties and responsibilities.
Let us then face this great adventure of our General
Elections with good heart and spirit and try to avoid ill-will
even in regard to those who oppose us. Thus, we shall lay
the firm foundations of the democratic structure of this great
Republic.


I am speaking to you over the radio after a long time and
there are many things that I should like to talk about, for
much has happened during this interval. But today I shall
speak to you chiefly about our food situation. I should have
preferred to, do so a week or two later when, perhaps, I
could have given you more facts. Our Food Minister,
Shri Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, is touring the States in order to
confer with the State Ministers, to take personal stock of the
situation and to decide with their co-operation what steps to
take. He has not yet finished his survey of the situation and
so I cannot, for the present, talk to you in detail. However,
since I had fixed tonight for my broadcast, I kept to it. Even
though I shall not give you much new information today, I
should like to talk to you about our common problems,
because it is very necessary that there should be a close
understanding betwen the people of this great country and
the Government they have elected.
For many years we have had to face tremendous
difficulties in the matter of food. The last Great War, the
Partition of India, overwhelming natural disasters in the
shape of earthquakes, floods and drought and the growing
population created a heavy deficit of food in the country.
Food is after all a primary necessity and if we fail in feeding
our people adequately, we can make little progress in other
directions.
We had to import large quantities of foodgrains-wheat
and rice and milo-at enormous expense. We have struggled
against famine and scarcity in many parts of India and even
in recent months we have had very difficult cqnditions in
Rayalaseema, parts of Mysore, the Sunderbans area in
Bengal, eastern Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Saurashtra, the
Hissar District in the Punjab and Ajmer. In some parts of
India it has been difficult to get even drinking water.
Some districts of Madras, such as Rayalaseema, had
been particularly unfortunate. They had severe drought for
four successive years. We sent our army for relief work and,
from all accounts, they did a very good job of it, indeed. They
demonstrated that they were just as good in serving the
people in a civil capacity as in a military one. Even as we
grappled with the difficult situation in Rayalaseema, bounteous rain fell from the heavens and broke a long spell. For
Rayalaseema, it was literally a blessing. Let us hope it is the
end of the ill-luck we have been having iIi the country for the
last four years.
We have tried, to the best of our ability, to give relief by
productive works, by deepening wells and boring new ones,
by desilting tanks, by authorizing agricultural loans and
remissions of land revenue and by the distribution of free
food, when needed.
In spite of our manifold difficulties there seems to be a
change for the better in the food situation. For the first time
we have large stocks of foodgrains; prices have generally
gone down, except for those of the imported grains. Our
stock position is satisfactory for the present and, to that
extent, is some insurance against future mishap. We started
the year with a stock of 13.3 lakh tons of foodgrains. At
present we hold a stock of more than 36 lakh tons, of which
a little over 3.5 lakh tons is held directly by the Centre. The wheat harvest is good and our procurement this year has
been better than it was last year. More foodgrains are being
imported from abroad. There is plenty of wheat and milo in
the country. There is not quite enough rice but we are making
special efforts to get it in larger quantities.
Prices of locally produced foodgrains have gone down
but unfortunately we have had to pay heavily for imported
grains and thus the pool rate of supplies to the States had to
be increased. Great distress was caused when the Central
subsidy on foodgrains was withdrawn, though special relief
was given in regard to milo and in some other ways. The
distress, however, led to a more correct appraisal of our food
situation for the first time. At the beginning of the year, the
States asked us to import over seven million tons of foodgrains,
a quantity which, besides being quite impossible for
us to import, was not available in the markets of the world.
The quantity was reduced to five million tons after some
argument. Later we reduced it still further to four million
tons. Anyhow, now we know what exactly our needs are and
since we have a large stock of our own, it is well within our
competence to supply those needs. Therefore, the future is
hopeful. Prices are going down and the Central Government
is taking steps to reduce the pool prices of wheat and milo all
over the country.
This is the background of the food situation and it seems
to me satisfactory. But we have to be wary. We cannot afford
to grow complacent or relax our vigilance. We have always
to be prepared for every contingency whether it is due to
drought or to the activities of anti-social people or to particular
conditions in the world.
We have often been criticized for having a policy of
controls but we are convinced that any relaxation at this
stage will involve grave risks. We dare not risk another rise
in prices because it will bring misfortune in its trail. Therefore,
in spite of criticism, we have continued to follow
a general policy of control.
We have made an exception in the case of Madras State
where controls have been removed for the moment. The
whole State has been divided up into six zones, five of which
are more or less self-sufficient in regard to food; the sixth, comprising
Malabar and the Nilgiris, has a heavy deficit. There is
to be free movement within each zone but tnere will be certain
barriers between any two zones. We shall make special
arrangements to supply food to Malabar and the Nilgiris
and have fair price shops in the other zones so as to check
high prices. A ration of five ounces of rice will be provided
for the present holders of ration cards. There will also be a
free market where foodgrains of any kind can be purchased.
Conditions were peculiarly favourable for such a step in
Madras. Madras has a stock of rice which will last her for
more than a year if we calculate on the basis of the present
quota of rations; there is a large quantity of wheat and milo
in addition. Prices in the free market are low. These being
the conditions, the recent changes in Madras involved hardly
any risk. We have insured ourselves against such risk as
there may be by opening Government Fair Price Shops
which will control prices. Our administrative machinery in
Madras will be kept in readiness. Any untoward development
can thus be immediately controlled. I hope and believe
that the steps we have taken in Madras will prove successful
and that it will not be necessary to revert to a stricter system
of controls.
I shall not say much about the other States now because
we are still considering their problems. It should be understood
that we do not propose to abandon controls or
procurement, though our manner of procurement may vary.
Where conditions are favourable and risks negligible, we
shall relax barriers and permit freer movement of foodgrains.
We want to remove irksome restrictions as far as possible
and offer an incentive to producers to grow more.
Now is the time for- all of us-Central and State Governments,
producers, distributors and consumers-to co-operate
in solving the food problem which has been a rpenace to us
for many years. The solution may take some time but we
can go a long way towards it, if we try hard enough. It is
essential to produce more and prevent hoarding. Procurement
must be made easy and prices must be kept down.
There are many ways of increasing food production;
more land can be brought under cultivation; more water
can be supplied by irrigation or otherwise; and-there can be
more intensive cultivation. State Governments all over India
have undertaken schemes for this purpose. Perhaps the most
important of the methods of increased production is more
intensive cultivation. If we increase the yield per acre even
by a little, the total increase will be considerable. Our yield
at present is very poor and there is no reason why we should
not increase it as other countries have done. Our farmers are
hardworking but sometimes they lack good seed or good
manure or something else that is necessary. The Governments
will certainly help them but ultimate success can only
come through self-help or, better still, through the co-operatives
of farmers working together for their common good.
Over two years ago, the Government of India introduced
a Crop Competition Scheme on a countrywide scale in order
to increase food production. Weare now haying our crop
competition fortnight for this half year. This competition
has already yielded very fine results and prizes for the highest
yield in the village or mandal or district or State have been
awarded to several farmers. Three crops were originally
selected for competion, namely, wheat, paddy and
potatoes. This year gram, jowar and bajra have also been
included.
We want these competitions to be held in every village
under the organization of the Gram Panchayat or the
Agricultural Development Committee or Co-operative
Societies. The prizes for wheat go up to Rs. 500. A tractor
costing Rs. 7,000 will be the all-India prize. A diesel engine
will be given for the biggest yield in paddy. Those who win
prizes will be awarded certificates of merit along with the
title of Krishi Pandit.
The results obtained in these competitions so far have
been remarkable. In Uttar Pradesh, the highest yield for
wheat per acre has been over 59 maunds and over 726
maunds for potatoes. For paddy, the figure is over 73 maunds
in West Bengal and 146 maunds in Madras.
These figures show what we can do if we make up our
minds to do it. Even if these figures are exceptional, the
average is bound to go up and only a ten per cent increase in
our average yield will solve all our food problems.
I consider these crop competitions very important and
I hope they will spread to every village in India. In Uttar
Pradesh, there are 60,000 competitors this year. It is hoped
that there will be over 9 lakhs of competitors for the next
competition this year. But this is not enough. We want every
farmer to enlist and to take part in these competitions
I hope what I have told you will indicate that we are
turning the corner in regard to food production and that
the prospects are certainly hopeful. But everything depends
upon our own efforts and our will to achieve. Given that will,
success is certain, even though ill fortune may sometimes
attend our efforts. I hope, therefore, that you will undertake
this task with earnestness, strength of will and the
prayer that good fortune be yours.
Before I conclude, may I offer you my grateful thanks
for the innumerable messages of greeting and goodwill that
came to me on my assumption, for the second time, of the
high office of Prime Minister? Vast numbers of friends and
comrades, known and unknown, from all over the country
sent these heartening messages and I felt infinitely grateful
and very humble on receipt of this high token of your affection
and goodwill. May I be worthy of it and may
our beloved motherland advance and prosper by our service
and our joint efforts.


Within a few hours, this year will come to an end and
we shall all step into the New Year. I should like to wish
all of you, who listen to me tonight, as well as others, happiness
for the New Year and the will to work and build up our
country. Happiness and work are really wedded together, for
there can be no true happiness without the feeling that one is doing something worthwhile. What can be more worth while
for any of us than to participate in the building up anew of
this ancient and ever young country?
Three days ago, I was in Travancore-Cochin, the
southern-most State of India, amidst some of the loveliest
sceneries in the country. In this State live a gifted people
with higher educational standards than there are anywhere
else in the country. It is a progressive State and I was happy
to perform two important functions there: the first marked
the construction of a new railway link joining the north and
the south of the State and the other was the inauguration of
a factory for processing monazite. I spent two unusual days
in seclusion in a game sanctuary where wild animals live
'protected from civilized man.
From that southern tip of India, I pictured this great
country spread out before me right up to the Himalayas in
the north and thought of her long and chequered story.
Ours is a wonderful inheritance but how shall we keep it?
How shall we serve the country which has given us so IPuch
and make her great and strong?
When we look at the world around us, there is much to
give us hope but there is also a great deal to fill us with
dismay, for there is fear and hatred and violence and the talk
of war, just when it would seem that the prize that the world
has so long sought was almost within its grasp. We look at
our own country and find both good and ill,  powerful forces
at work to build her and also forces which would disrupt
and disintegrate her. We cannot do much to affect the destiny
of this world as a whole but surely we can make a brave
attempt to mould the destiny of our 360 million people.
What then are we to do? What shall we aim at and what
road shall we travel by? It is of the foremost importance that
we should not lose ourselves in the passion and prejudice of
the moment. If we are to aim high, we should adhere to the
high principles which have always formed the background
of Indian thought from the days of the Buddha to our own
day when Gandhiji showed us the path to right action.
Greatness comes from vision, the tolerance of the spirit,
compassion and an even temper which is not ruffled by ill
fortune or good fortune. It is not through hatred and violence
or internal discord that we make real progress. As in the
world today, so also in our own country, the philosophy of
force can no longer. pay and our progress must be based on
peaceful co-operation and tolerance of each other.
In India, the first essential is the maintenance of the unity
of the country, not merely a political unity but a unity of the
mind and the heart, which precludes the narrow urges that
make for disunity and which breaks down the barriers raised
in the mime of religion or those between State and State or,
for that matter, any other barrier. Our economy and social
structure have outlived their day and it has become a matter
of urgent necessity for us to refashion them so that they may
promote the happiness of all our people in things material
and spiritual. We have to aim deliberately at a social philosophy
which seeks a fundamental transformation of this
structure, at a society which is not dominated by the urge
for private profit and by individual greed and in which there
is fair distribution of political and economic power. We
must aim at a classless society, based on co-operative effort,
with opportunities for all. To realize this we have to pursue
peaceful methods in a democratic way.
We live in an age of science. We hear and read of
revolutions but the greatest revolutionary force in the past
150 years has been science, which has transformed human
life and has changed political, social and economic organizations.
This process of change goes on at an ever-increasing
pace and we have to understand it and adapt ourselves to it.
I want to tell you about the Five Year Plan which the
Planning Commission has produced after two and a half
years of labour. Parliament has put its seal on it and now the
time has come to implement it with all our strength. The
Plan endeavours to embody the social philosophy to which
I have referred. Democratic planning means the utilization
of all our available resources and, in particular, the maximum
quantity of labour willingly given and rightly directed so
as to promote the good of the community and the individual.
I cannot tell you much about this Plan in a few minutes
and I should like you to study it or at least the summaries of
it because it affects each one of you; and in a democratic
society everyone should understand and help in fulfilling its
tasks. The Plan, of course, embraces the entire country but
it also deals separately with each part of it-the· States as
well as the smaller local areas. It also offers opportunities for
voJuntary organizations and workers to, fulfil a vital and
increasing role in national development. It has a public
sector and a private sector, though the latter has necessarily
to accept a measure of control, so that the objectives of the
Plan may be secured. It endeavours to integrate various
activities-agriculture, industry and social services. Agriculture
is bound to continue to be our principal activity.
The greatest stress is laid upon it, because it is only on the
basis of agricultural prosperity that we can make industrial
progress. But agriculture has to be fitted into the larger
economy of the nation. The growth of industry, big and
small, is essential for any modern nation. Indeed, without
industrial development, there cannot be any higher stand<lrd
of living for our people or even enough strength in the nation
for it to preserve its freedom.
A proper land policy is essential for the progress of
agriculture. We have gone some way towards achieving this
by putting an end to the zamindari and jagirdari systems in
many States. We must complete this task, eliminate all intermediaries
and fix a limit for the size of holdings. We hope
that the next step will be co-operative farming· which will
take advantage of the latest agricultural techniques. Greater
production is essential, both in agriculture and industry, if we
are to fight poverty and raise standards, as we must.
We are a peaceful nation and our general policy as well as
our economy is going to be based on the methods of peace
and the avoidance of exploitation. We want to develop,
therefore, a balanced economy and, as far as possible,
promote self-sufficiency. We want to work more particularly
for the expansion of the home market so that standards may
go up. In the development of self-sufficiency and "the provision
of work and employment, village and cottage industries are
of paramount importance.
I shall mention a few of the targets we have laid down.
The first one is that of food. We must become self-sufficient in
food and not be dependent on other countries for our most
essential requirements. The Plan will raise food production
by nearly eight million tons. It is intended to provide irrigation
through new major works to more than eight million
acres of land and through minor works to eleven million
acres. Further, it is proposed to reclaim and develop more
than seven million acres of land. You know about the great
river valley schemes which, besides irrigation, will supply
over a million kilowatts of power to industry. Power is the
foundation of all developments today. We have attached
great importance to minor works of irrigation as they yield
quicker and more widespread results.
Cotton production will be raised by over 12 lakh bales
and jute by 20 lakh bales. It is proposed to increase the
production of hand-loom cotton textiles from 800 to 1,700
million yards. In steel and cement, there will be substantial
increases in production. At Sindri, we have already a large
fertilizer factory and a locomotive workshop at Chittaranjan.
Weare setting up a new steel plant, a machine tool factory
and a plant for the manufacture of heavy electrical equipment.
Air transport is being nationalized and a modem
ship-building industry developed.
You know about the many community centres that have
been started all over the country. We attach great importance
to these, for they attempt to train our men and women in
rural areas in co-operative effort for the good of the community.
Here, even more than elsewhere, there is room for
voluntary effort.
Our ideals are high and our objectives great. Compared
with them, the Five Year Plan appears to be a modest
beginning. But let us remember that this is the first great
effort of its kind and that it is based on the realities of today I
and not on our wishes. It must, therefore, be related to our
present resources or else it will remain unreal. It is designed
to be the foundation of a bigger and better plan of progress
in the future. Let us lay the foundations well and the rest
will inevitably follow. The Plan is not based on any dogmatic
or doctrinaire approach to our problems; nor is it rigid.
There is scope for advance and variation in it where
necessary. As we learn from experience, we shall improve
it. It is a dynamic plan for a dynamic nation determined to
go ahead and stand on its feet and to bring about a new
social order free from exploitation, poverty, unemployment
and injustice. It is a step towards the establishment of a
society which gives security to the individual and offers
employment and encouragement to creative activity and
adventure. If we accept it in the proper spirit and act upon
it, the Plan will prove a great liberating force for the energies
of the nation.
The Plan is a big one embracing innumerable activities
in the country. But far bigger is the vision which draws us
forward, a vision inspired by courage and hope and reasoned
optimism. Let us have faith in our country and ourselves.
Above all, the Plan is a programme of work. Let us work,
therefore, and give up for a while empty destructive criticism.
Let us all become partners in this great enterprise of building
a new India.



Friends and comrades, as you know, I have just come back
from Europe after spending nearly three weeks in London,
Paris and other places. It was difficult for me to leave India
where so many problems demanded attention. Nevertheless,
I am glad I went and I think my visit his perhaps done
some good. I was in Europe at a critical timeiwhen the issues
of war and peace hung in the balance. I endeavoured to
throw the whole weight of our country on the side of peace
and a negotiated settlement of the conflict in the Far East.
On my return, I have had both good news and bad. The
first news that I received filled me with sorrow. This was
about the death of that grand old man, Thakkar Bapa, than
whom no one has been more devoted to the cause of our
backward and under-privileged brothers and sisters
especially the tribal folk.
Another piece of news related to the settlement in Nepal.
It is easy to criticize this as it is to criticize any step; but I am
convinced that it was a statesmanlike act, on the part of aIr
concerned, to come to this agreement. It marks the beginning
of a new era in the history of our sister country. There will
be many difficulties ahead and a multitude of problems; but
if the people of Nepal and their representatives seek the good
of their country with a singleness of purpose and co-operate
with one another in this great task, I am sure that success .
will come to them. The immediate task for the proposed
interim Government is to take charge of the administration
of the country and to establish peace and order. Nepal is
independent and we value her independence. But she is
also in close touch with India and, therefore, we have
especially welcomed the big step towards democracy that is
about to be taken.
Perhaps, our biggest problem at present is that of food or
rather the scarcity of it. There is naturally' much apprehension
and some suffering because of this. As you know, we have
tried our utmost to secure food from abroad and we hope
that our efforts will succeed. Meanwhile, we have to share
such food as We have and this involves a tightening of the
belt for all of us. Let each person also remember that he
should not have more than his share, for this can only result
in others having less than their share.
I am speaking to you almost on the eve of the first anniversary
of the establishment of our Republic. We have passed
through a difficult year, both nationally and internationally
and our difficulties continue. It has been a year of some
achievements, of many disasters and sorrows and of continued
international tension. We are not the only country which
has had to face these heavy burdens. The world is sick today
and no country and no sensitive person can be healthy when
we see this sorrow and sickness all around. We have no magic
remedies for the world's ills or our own. The only remedy is
to try to understand the disease. The crisis of the world demands
that we forget our petty differences and stand shoulder
to shoulder in the service of our country and of humanity.
Within a few days, the All-India Congress Committee will
be meeting in Ahmedabad and a special duty devolves on
those soldiers of freedom who will meet again in the city that
was hallowed by the presence of Gandhiji. Let us meet there,
as elsewhere, in the spirit of reverent service, with the desire
to sink our differences and co-operate in the great tasks that
have fallen to us.
Although our internal problems are great and complex,
they are, for the moment, overshadowed by the crisis in
international affairs, because the future of our country, as
that of every country, depends on how we deal with this
crisis and on its outcome. If we cannot solve it peacefully and
the world drifts towards war, then, indeed, our generation
will have failed miserably and it will have to pay a very
heavy price for that failure. There is no half-way house for
us; we can either work whole-heartedly and with all the
strength we have to avert the awful calmity of a world war
or we must allow the world to sink into an abyss. Let no man
think that any good to him or to this country will come of a
war. A war will convulse the whole world, bringing not only
infinite destruction in its train but also corrupting the souls
of those who survive. Weare thus facing a great challenge
to our civilization and to such culture as we may possess.
How are we going to answer this challenge?
As I speak to you, sharp debates are going on at Lake
Success on this very issue and earnest men are arguing with
one another about what should be done. I have no doubt
that all of them, as well as the countries they represent,
desire to avoid war, for, knowing what it means, no person
can seek it deliberately. And yet, in the passion of the
moment, many things are said and done which may lead to
the war we all seek to avoid. We have, therefore, to be clear
in our minds and firm in our purpose. We must not be swept
away by any gusts of passion or prejudice, for great tasks rest
on us and more especially on those who occupy positions of
responsibility.
The most urgent problem today is that of the Far East.
A brutal war has raged in Korea for many months and
innumerable innocent lives have been sacrificed. I think it is
true that there was aggression there but it is also true that of
the parties concerned none is wholly free from blame. For
the past year or more, we persistently urged that the new
China should be given a place in the counsels of the world
at Lake Success. Yet this was not done and most people realize
now that the fate of the world might well have been different
had that obvious fact been recognized. There has been
reluctance to accept the great changes that have come over
Asia. There is still an attempt sometimes to treat the great
nations of Asia in the old way. But the major fact of the age
is the emergence of a new Asia. This has naturally upset
the old equilibrium and balance of power but the change
must be recognized, if we are to deal realistically with the
world of today. Because the United Nations did not recognize
it, difficulties arose that still continue to trouble us.
There was, as you know, the question of crossing the 38th
parallel in Korea. Adequate notice and warning waS' giyen
but it was not heeded and further complications ensued. Can
we not say now, wiser after the event, that this·was a major
error, which should have been avoided?
It serves little purpose to go back to past history except to
learn from it. We have to deal with the present and the
future but it sometimes appears that we have failed to learn
any lessons from the past. A proposal has been made in the
United Nations to name China an aggressor and, quite
possibly, it is being discussed today. This proposal cannot
lead to peace. It can only lead to an intensification of the
conflict and might, perhaps, close the door to further negotiations. It is a tremendous responsibility for any person to take
such a step. At no time should this door be closed, for if we
close it, we also close the door to a civilized approach to
any problem.
I have been intimately concerned with recent developments
and I have closely followed them. I am convinced that
there is an overwhelming desire for peace all over the world,
both in the East and the West. My visit to Western countries
has convinced me of this. The information I have received
from our Ambassador in Peking has also convinced me that
the People's Government of China is eager to have negotiations
for a settlement of the Korean dispute and of the other
problems in the Far East. Their reply to the resolutions of
the Political Committee of the United Nations, embodying
certain principles, was considered by some people as a rejection
of those principles. After the closest scrutiny, I was
totally unable to understand this criticism.
Their reply was a partial acceptance of those principles
and certain further suggestions were made which were
obviously meant to be discussed. Subsequent to this, further
clarification has come from the Chinese Government and
this has made it even more clear that they are desirous of
negotiations for peace in the Far East. It is easy to argue
about words and phrases and such arguments can continue
indefinitely. But the occasion demands the highest statesmanship
and an approach to these vital problems in a temper of
peace and friendliness. It is obvious to me that enough has
been said on both sides to make it clear that negotiations in
conference will be the next fruitful step. The time has come,
therefore, when the representatives of the Powers concerned
should meet and djscuss these problems instead of talking at
each other across thousands of miles.
If the problem of the Far East is tackled with success it
will by itself remove the great tension that exists in the world;
and it will then be easier to tackle the other problems of
Asia and Europe. We have thus the great opportunity of
turning the tide of events away from war and in the direction
of enduring peace.
I would appeal to the great nations of the West, who are
the repositories of a magnificent culture that we admire and
whose astonishing scientific and technical achievements
have opened a new era for mankmd, not to lose this opportunity
in their search for peace. To the nations of Asia, I can
speak, perhaps, in even more intimate language and express
the fervent hope that they will stand by the methods of peace,
whatever happens.


Men and women of the services :
I am glad of this opportunity to address you. During the
last three years I have met many of you, both in the Civil and
Defence Services of this country. I have addressed you,
discussed many matters with you and worked in close
collaboration with some of you. If I had my way, I would
have liked to meet many more of you so that we might know
each other better; for we are workers in a common cause and
much depends on the degree of our mutual understanding.
Many have praised you greatly and many have sometimes
unfairly criticized you with vehemence. That was natural
in the circumstances and it is possible to find, in most of us,
room for praise and room for criticism. Most of you have
had to adapt yourselves to a new environment and to new
conditions of work within a short period of time. I want to
tell you that in the three years I have known you I have found
you, as a whole, loyal servants of the country. I have appreciated
the way you have adapted yourselves to new conditions ..
Most of you have had to work much harder than before
because the situatIon demanded hard work; you have applied
yourselves to this work with goodwill and a desire to serve
this country of ours, which has at last achievec! its freedom.
Those of you who are in the Defence Services have had to
face trials and tribulations and have stood a hard test successfully.
You have thereby gained the praise of your countrymen;
you have gained something even more and that is selfconfidence
and faith in yourselves and in your cause. Not' only
the men of the Defence Services but all of us, -whatever the
capacity we have laboured in, have ~tood the test of our faith
and capacity during this early period of our freedom.
Just at the moment when all our Services as well as much
else in the country had been split up and everything was in a
state of disorganization, disaster descended upon us all,
bringing not only death and suffering to innumerable human
beings but also a travail of the spirit to all of us. While facing
that and overcoming it, we set about rebuilding the structure
that had been partly shattered. Let us not praise ourselves
for what we did, for so much remains undone. But let us
at least recognize our achievements, for they are not inconsiderable.
It is difficult for all of us to adapt ourselves to changing
conditions; and even when we do so physically the mind lags
behind. It must have been difficult for you, who are
accustomed to the routine and method of a different set-up,
to adapt yourselves to a new heaving and seething democracy.
It is just as difficult for others to develop the discipline
that freedom demands. This process must inevitably take
time; yet you have succeeded in a large measure.
Every thinking person knows that the running of a
modern government requires the machinery of highly
organized, efficient and loyal Services. No government can
function effectively without them. It was important that our
Services, even though faced with new tasks and new objectives,
should be loyal and efficient, breathe the new air of
democracy and function in tune with the new set-up. I think
the success we have had in this is satisfactory. But the ultimate
test lies in the results we achieve. The only test is the advancement
and well-being of the people we serve and-especially
in a democracy-their goodwill. In hard times, goodwill
may not be easily forthcoming. But loyal and efficient work
in a great cause, even though it may not be immediately
recognized, ultimately bears fruit.
You serve the nation in a variety of ways and in many
capacities. Some have the responsibility of high office, others
work in humbler ways; some are generals, others are ordinary
soldiers in the army. In the Services, as elsewhere, discipline
has to be observed and greater experience and capacity
placed in a special position of authority. But whatever our
rank or grade, we must always remember that we are
comrades working for the same end and respect one another
as comrades should do. We live in a society which has
inherited great distinctions between the high and the low,
the rich and the poor. We cannot change that suddenly we
make efforts to level these differences and to see that opportunity
for progress comes to all. In all our dealings we must
remember our objectives and recognize the dignity of the
individual and the worth of labour. Those who do not labour
for the good of the community and only consume the labour
of others are a burden and deserve no encouragement.
Ours is a poor country but it has tremendous resources
and potentialities. We naturally want to develop these
resources and get rid of the curse of poverty and unemployment.
Many of our superior Services were built up in the
tradition of countries that were much richer. This created a
barrier between these Services and the common man. We
have to break down that barrier and gradmilly to adopt
ways more in conformity with conditions prevailing in our
country. The Civil and Defence Services of a country must
have proper conditions to work in assurance ,and security.
The labourer is worthy of his hire. A service can only be
efficient if its employees are contented and have an objective
to work for. We have tried to provide security and see that
contentment can only come from the goodwill of the people
whom we serve and who are the ultimate arbiters of our
destiny.
We are passing through a period of economic difficulty
and it is necessary that all of us, whatever our station or
degree, should share according to our capacity the burden of
the day. I am glad that the Services have recognized this
and in many cases have offered, of their own accord, to share
the burden. There have been cuts in their salaries and
compulsory saving schemes have been introduced. I know
that this has hit many of them-more especially our younger
officers-rather hard and that it will mean the tightening of
many a belt. Yet it is right that it should be so. I am sure
that everyone of you would like to share this burden with
others and would not care to stand a part. The very knowledge
that we are doing our bit along with innumerable others
brings with it a community of feeling and a sense of satisfaction.
It produces a bond among a people in a common
endeavour and produces that strength in a nation before
which all obstacles fade away. We work not only for today
but much more for tomorrow. We build for the future. It
does not matter if today brings a little hardship, provided
tomorrow is going to be better for our people.
Our Services have to set an example, not only of efficient
service but also of high integrity and complete freedom
[bookmark: _GoBack]from communal, provincial or other bias. There are many
disruptive and anti-social forces in this country and it is often
said that the moral fibre of the nation is not what it was. '
Evil stalks the land in the shape of narrow communalism
and opportunism; black-markets and the like have poisoned
our trade and business to a large extent. It is for the Services
to fight these evils and they can do so only if they are men
and women of character, integrity and selflessness. We have
to fight evil wherever we find it. We cannot afford to succumb
to it or to be passive and inert spectators of it.
Many years ago I read in the writings of George Bernard
Shaw something that moved me and found an answering echo
in my mind and heart. He wrote: "This is the true joy in life,
the being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a
mighty one; the being thoroughly worn out before you are
thrown on the scrap heap; the being a force of Nature instead
of a feverish selfish little clod of ailments and grievances,
complaining that the world will not devote itself to making
you happy."
Not many of us can rise to such heights but it sometimes
happens that a whole nation, under some great leader or a
mighty urge, raises itself, moulds events and makes the
history of its choice. This is what happened when Mahatma
Gandhi burst upon the consciousness of India and moved
her people to great deeds by the magic of his personality
and his message. The Father of the Nation is no longer with
us but we still have his message and something of the spark
that he lighted within us. The great work that he started is
half finished and we have to go ahead without much rest or
respite to complete it. In that historic mission we are all
comrades and, as soldiers of India, we shall march together
and complete the task.

In a few hours from now, this year will pass away, the half
century will also end. We stand, as it were, on the edge of
the line that divides the first half of the 20th century from the
second. This first half has been full of wars and tumults and
vast changes, political, scientific, cultural, social and
economic. We have seen great revolutions which have
changed the face from what it was during the days of my
early boyhood.
This half-century is over. But it has brought no peace to us
nor has it brought promise of future peace and, as we stand
on this New Year's eve on the sword's edge of the present,
darkness seems to envelop the future.
I am addressing you after a long interval--and much has
happened since I spoke to you last on the radio. Many
calamities have fallen on us, bringing distress to our people.
But the greatest of these calamities and sorrows has been the
passing away from amongst us of a giant among men. Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel was a dear and valued comrade in the
brave days of our struggle for freedom, full of wisdom and
determination, a rock of patient strength to whom instinctively
all of us went for guidance. Later, when we occupied
the seats of Government, inevitably some of the heaviest
burdens fell on him and history will record how he discharged
that duty. He will always be remembered not only as a great
leader in the fight for freedom but also as a great builder,
the unifier and consolidator of new India. It is a proud title
to fame which he well deserved. For him it is well, for his
life's duty was well performed and is over now. But for us, it
is not well, for we miss his strength and wisdom and we can
no longer go to him for counsel and advice. That burden,
which his broad shoulders carried so lightly, has now to be
shared by all of us.
Tomorrow morning as the sun of the New Year rises, I
shall leave Delhi on my way to the West. I shall pay a brief
visit to Bangalore to open the Science Congress there and
then proceed to Bombay and then to England where the
Commonwealth Prime Ministers are going to meet in
conference.
I am leaving India reluctantly, for I want to face our
problems here and to give all my strength and energy for
their solution. I do not wish to escape, even for a while, from
the burden and the responsibility that fate has cast upon me.
But, after full consideration, I decided to attend this
conference in London. Big issues are at stake in the world
today and, indeed, the fate of humanity itself is in the balance.
I do not suggest that the conference in London will decide
any of these issues or will finally avert the grave danger of
war that confronts us. But it is possible that this conference
will help in lessening the gloom somewhat and in showing
a way which might lead to peace. In this grave emergency,
therefore, I have thought it necessary to travel to London
and to take counsel there with others who have also to
shoulder heavy burdens and who are trying to see light in
the prevailing darkness. If we take even a small step in the
right direction, then the conference will have done well.
You know how India has laboured with all earnestness of
purpose in the cause of peace. We have sometimes been mis:.
understood by our friends but I think it is widely realized
now that the dominant urge that governs our actions is the
desire to help in the maintenance of peace in this world.
Everybody knows that a large-scale war today will be horrible
beyond words and that its consequences will be appalling.
It may even bring about the ruin of modern civilization.
The small war that has been going on in Korea has already
devastated that unfortunate country and brought untold
misery to its people. And yet, people fight, they say, to
bring freedom to the people of Korea.
Peace cannot be purchased by compromise with evil or
by surrender to it. Nor can peace be maintained by methods
that themselves are the negation of peace. During our long
struggle for freedom, we never surrendered and we did not
compromise at any time with what we considered evil. Yet,
under Gandhi's guidance, we tried to follow the methods
of peace and were friendly even to those who tried to crush
us. He taught us the peaceful, yet unyielding approach; he
taught us how to preserve the temper of peace even in a
struggle.
Today, if we talk of peace, sometimes people mistake it
for appeasement of evil. The temper of peace is completely
absent today and the only alternative to a surrender appears
to many people to be war with all its terrible consequences.
Surely, there are other alternatives which are far removed
from surrender and yet lead to the objective aimed at. It is
in this spirit that we have tried to approach the world's
problems. We are not pacifists. We keep an army and a navy
and an air force and if danger threatens us we shall use them.
But we seek no dominion over other people. Our sole object
is to be left in peace ourselves to solve our own problems
and, where possible, to help and co-operate with others.
In doing so, we try not to be swept away by passion and
anger but to maintain the temper of peaceful approach. It
is in this spirit and with all humility and prayerfulness that·
I have endeavoured to guide India's policy. I have done so
in the belief that I have the trust and goodwill of my countrymen
behind me. That has fortified me and given me strength
even when the outlook was dark.
In our own country there is a multitude of problems. The
first of these is that of food. You know that, during the last
six months, we have met with a series of natural disasters and
calamities unparalleled before. Fate seems to have been most
unkind to us. Perhaps, it wanted to test us to the uttermost.
We will survive that test, for something of the old courage
and determination is in us still and, whether danger threatens
us from within or without, we shall face it calmly and unflinchingly,
remembering always the great Master who led
us to freedom.
We are trying to get food from all over the world,
wherever it may be available. We will make every possible
effort to fight starvation and famine. If we cannot get enough
food from abroad to meet all our needs, then we must spread
out our food deficit all over the country and over all our
people. We cannot tolerate that there should be abundance
in one part and starvation in another. If we spread out this
burden and all of us share it, then we may well pass the
critical period of the next few months. Therefore, let us come
to grips with this problem in all earnestness and determination.
Let there be no waste. Let there be no selfish hoarding.
Let no man shift for himself at the cost of his neighbour. It is
a common peril that faces us and we can only meet it together
as comrades, helping one another and thus lightening one
another's distress. We have a hard time ahead. We will not
escape it by running away from it or by blaming others or
by futile argument.
Some people suggest that we should get rid of our
commitments by putting an end to food rationing over large
areas. That would be an easy way of escape for the Government
but it would also be a criminal shirking of the duty and
responsibility that we owe our people. We do not like
rationing and controls and we should like to get rid of them
as soon as possible; but at a time of great scarcity we cannot
afford to see our people starve and to make excuses that we
are not responsible for their starvation. The only way to meet
this is by a common sharing of what we have and a common
lack of what we have not.
Both the international and national situations are a
challenge to us and to our manhood. How are we going to
stand up to this challenge? Not by slogan and resolution,
not by mutual bickering, not by feeling despondent and
helpless but by putting aside our petty conflicts and
differences, by pulling together and pooling our resources
and facing the world as a united nation determined to
overcome all obstacles that come in its way. 
As Prime Minister, I am the servant of all our people and
I can make no distinction. But I have another capacity also
which I treasure. I am a Congressman, a member for the
last thirty-eight years of a great organization which fought
a mighty empire and brought freedom to this country.
During this long period of years, in common with
innumerable countrymen of mine, it has been my proud
privilege to work, through the Congress, for the freedom of
India and the welfare of our people. With the coming of
independence, a great responsibility came to all Congressmen.
That responsibility was not merely to occupy the seats
of authority but rather to keep the old flame alive in ourselves
and in our people, to continue to serve to the best of our
capacity and to remember always the lessons that our Master
taught us. How have we discharged that responsibility?
I fear that we cannot claim great success. But this is no time
for us to criticize and find fault with one another. We have
to get back to our old moorings and put an end to all disruptive
and fissiparous tendencies in the Congress and in the
country. That was our aim and objective several decades
ago, for which we laboured throughout that period and a
large measure of success came to us. Today, the same call
comes to us and we must listen to it and act in accordance
with it. It means that we seek no power or profit for ourselves
but only endeavour to serve our people, that we seek the
co-operation of all others and avoid everything that weakens
and disrupts. If, remembering the inspiration of our great
Master, we act on these lines, then the fears that fill our
minds and the difficulties that surround us will fade away.
So, on this eve of the New Year and a new half century,
I make an earnest appeal to you, men and women of India.
Let us make this New Year a turning point in our national
life; let us make a fresh start and light again that old flame
in our hearts which warmed us when the struggle was the
fiercest. Let us, above all, come together and co-operate with
one another in the service of India.
Friends and comrades, I ask you for your good wishes and
blessings in this new lap of life's journey that begins with the
New Year in which we are all fellow-travellers marching to a
common goal.



I have spent many hours this morning and in the afternoon flying over the flood-affected areas in Delhi, East Punjab, and PEPSU. Although the floods are subsiding now, I found vast areas, more especially in the Jullundur division, almost entirely covered with water. Many villages and small towns were isolated and some were still inacessible except by air. Parts of roads had been washed away, the railway line in some places was disrupted and there were numerous breaches in the canal embankments.
These floods occurred owing to extraordinarily heavy rains a week ago and the main rivers, namely, the Sutlef, Ravi and Beas, as well as hill torrents, breaking their banks. The Jamuna has invaded both Old and New Delhi. 
The loss and damage caused by this sudden calamity are on a very big scale. The Punjab, being unused to floods, has suffered an even deeper shock than other areas which have some experience of floods. The problem of relief and rehabilitiation here, as in other flood-affected areas of India, is a colossal one. I have no doubt that it will be tackled adequately by the State Governments with the help of the Central Government. 
During these difficult days, the work of our Army and Air Force in relief work has been of great value, and I should like especially to commend it. Joint operations have been organized to co-ordinate all relief work.
During this year, we have had very unusual floods in Assam, part of West Bengal, Bihar, eastern UP, Orissa, PEPSU, Delhi and the Punjab. There has been nothing like this in living memory or in the records we have. Probably such widespread and heavy floods have not taken place for the last sixty to a hundred years. They have been caused chiefly by very heavy rains both in mountains and locally. Why this calamity should have descended upon us in this sudden and disastrous way this year I cannot say. It is clear that normal protective works cannot give adequate protection against such a sudden and wholesale exhibition of nature’s fury. Nevertheless, we have to meet this challenge of nature and not only give relief to the best extent possible but also to think of how best to prevent or limit loss in future. So far as relief is concerned, the whole country will no doubt help. We have also received, I am glad to say, generous help from many foreign countries. 
In regard to the future, many people think of large-scale embankments and the like. There is no doubt that such protective works are helpful and, where necessary, should be erected. But I think there is too much of the Maginot Line mentality in this matter. No protective work can give much help where widespread cloud-bursts take place bringing a deluge in their train. The best course would be to improve the drainage of the areas concerned so that water can flow away through this drainage system. It is also necessary to build our towns and villages on raised ground so that they might not be affected by the floods. I hope that all these matters will be carefully considered. Meanwhile we must give all the help we can to those who are afflicted not only in the Punjab but in the numerous other areas in north, north-east and east India. 
I want to say a few words to you about the Report of the States Reorganization Commission. This was handed to us on September 30. We have been anxious to issue the whole of this Report to the public at the earliest opportunity, and it will be published in the newspapers tomorrow morning. Copies of the Report will be available to the public also. 
This Report deals with a vital and most important issue for our present and future and, therefore, it desrves the most careful consideration by all of us. It should be considered not only in its separate parts dealing with special problems but even more so as a whole because of the interrelation of each of these separate problems and areas. Above all, we have to consider these questions from the point of view of the unity, strength and prosperity of India. 
The ultimate decision on the recommendations of this Report will naturally be taken by Parliament. Meanwhile the State legislatures will consider them and give their own opinions, and the public generally will also have every opportunity for the expression of opinion. 
Any report coming from a high-level commission which has considered these problems deeply and fully must deserve every consideration. But it is also clear that the Central and State Governments and legislatures should consider these matters with the greatest care, always keeping in view the larger good of the country. It is obvious that in such an intricate and complicated matter, there are bound to be differences of opinion. Having read the report only during the last few days, I confess that I was a little surprised at some of the recommendations. I should like to confer with my colleagues fully in order to clarify my own mind. I can well imagine that many others who read this Report will feel the same way. The Report should be read as a whole. 
No report or recommendations could possibly satisfy everybody. We have thus to find what is good from the point of view of the country as a whole and has the largest measure of agreement and support. 
How then are we to proceed about this matter? Obviously the only right course is for us to function with dignity and in a democratic and peaceful way. We cannot decide intricate problems by appeals to passion and in a state of high exceitement. Much less can we decide anything by wandering away from accepted processes. I would, therefore, earnestly appeal to everyone in India to approach this question with dignity and forbearance and in a spirit of dispassionate consideration. This is a hard test for us, and our future might well depend upon how we face it and deal with it. 
The flood calamities about which I have spoken bring vividly to our minds the dangers that surround us. Even as I speak, the waters of the Jamuna river have entered the streets of this metropolitan city of Delhi. We can only overcome these dangers, internal and external, if all of us hold together and do not allow disruptive tendencies to come in the way of our united working. I earnestly trust, therefore, that we shall all consider this Report in a manner becoming of a great people fashioning their future. 



I am addressing you on the radio after a long interval. I propose to say a few words to you about the Report of the States Reorganization Commission and the broad decisions that Government have taken in regard to its recommendations.
But before I do that, I should like to draw your attention to the world we live in and the major problems that we have to face. It is in this wider context that we have to view everything, or else we shall lose ourselves in controversies and quarrels about relatively petty matters.
The dominant fact of the modern world is atomic energy and its dreadful symbols, the atomic bomb and the hydrogen bomb. If these terrible weapons are let loose on humanity, then all our hopes are dashed to pieces and humanity perishes. We have protested against war and against the production and experimentation of these weapons. It must be remembered that even without war, if these experiments of explosions of the hydrogen bomb go on, the future of humanity is imperilled, as eminent scientists tell us. And yet we have recently had such an experiment in the Soviet Union and we are told that there is going to be another experiment in the Pacific area. All this is of tremendous practical importance to every human being and it raises moral issues of great significance.
WE have talked of peace and followed a policy of peace in our external relations. We have put forward the Panchsheel or the Five Principles and spoken of peaceful coexistence. All this has no meaning if the hydrogen bomb pursues its triumphant and malevolent career. 
In a few days’ time we shall celebrate Republic Day and complete six years since the formation of our great Republic. During these years we have made marked progress and impressed the world not only with what  we have done but with our energy and determination to achieve great things in the future. We have laid down the socialist goal and we are on the eve of the Second Five-Year Plan which will require, as everything that is worthwhile requires, a tremendous effort on the part of our people. More than ever, we require unity, co-operation and hard work. 
It is in this context that we have to view the proposals for the reorganization of States. Even before the Report of the Commission was presented to us, many of us felt that the recommendations of such a  Report must necessarily be given full weight and accepted, unless there was some overpowering reason against the acceptance of some part. The Report was presented to us on the 30th September. WE were anxious to take the public into our confidence and we published this Report within ten days. After that, in our desire to follow democratic procedures to the utmost, we consulted innumerable representatives from all over India and heard their viewpoints at length. There was force in the arguments advanced, even though they were sometimes opposed to each other. State Governments and State Assemblies were consulted and Parliament had marathon debates. The more we considered this matter in consultation with our colleagues, the more it appeared to us that the only right policy was to accept broadly the recommendations of this Report which had been prepared after great thought and labour by three eminent and impartial men. It was obvious that in regard to almost every recommendation, there was dissatisfaction somewhere and some reason for it. It was impossible to evolve something that was acceptable to all. 
We have, therefore, proceeded on this basis of accepting the recommendations of the Report except in a few cases where we found it wholly impracticable to do so. 
Among the major questions were those affecting the Bombay State, the Punjab and the proposed Madhya Pradesh State. I am glad that the new Madhya Pradesh has been widely accepted by the people concerned and I have no doubt that this decision is a wise one and will benefit the people of this great State. I am glad also that the new enlarged Mysore State including the Kannada areas will come into existence. 
In regard to the Punjab, we have not yet arrived at any final decision. 
We have given the greatest thought and care to the question of the Bombay State. We felt that the recommendation of the Commission was a right one, fair to all concerned and likely to lead to progress in this State which has acquired an enviable reputation for its efficiency and progress. But circumstances arose which made the implementation of those decisions impracticable. We explored every avenue with eminent representatives of various viewpoints. In particular, we were anxious to meet the legitimate aspirations of the Maharashtrian people. Bombay City, as is well known, is geographically surrounded by Maharashtra and may be considered a part of it. Even in this City the dominant and largest linguistic group consists of Maharashtrians. Whatever the fate of Bombay, the Maharashtrians are bound to play a dominant role there. 
After innumberable consultations and considering every aspect of the question, we have come to the conclusion that Bombay City should be Centrally administered and two other great States should be formed—one, the Maharashtra State including Vidarbha and the other, Gujarat, including Saurashtra and Kutch. 
It is obvious that any decision requires the cooperation of the people affected. It is equally obvious that Bombay City is closely associated with its surrounding areas and there must be cooperation and coordination of their activities. Bombaby City has played a glorious role in India’s history and in our struggle for freedom. It has been the pride not only of those who live in Bombay but of the whole of India. 
I earnestly hope that this decision will be considered dispassionately by all concerned and accepted, even though many may not agree with it. WE have to finalize this matter and not go on arguing indefinitely.
In regard to the many border issues, we have decided to accept the recommendations of the Commission, except where minor adjustments have been made with the consent of the parties concerned. It may be possible still to make some further adjustments if there is agreement. 
The only major issue that remains is that of the Punjab. It is clear that the future of the Punjab depends on the goodwill and cooperation of the Sikhs and Hindus there. Whatever the decision, this is essential. I trust this will be forthcoming. 
Many difficulties have arisen in the past and many complaints have been made which have justification. Theses difficulties have existed in many parts of India and they will not be solved merely by the adjustment of boundaries. It is necessary, therefore, to have a number of safeguards which will protect linguistic minorities as well as others. WE have broadly accepted, therefore, the recommendations in regard to safeguards contained in the Report of the Commission. 
We are recommending also the formation of five zonal councils which will give an opportunity for the States concerned in each zone to confer together about common problems and develop the habit of considering each other’s difficulties and finding solutions for them. It is this outlook of mutual understanding and toleration that is the essential thing if we are to progress. The idea of any State standing by itself is, of course, absurd apart from its being opposed to the basic conception of India’s unity. 
I would earnestly appeal to all our countrymen and comrades to consider these matters in a spirit of peaceful cooperation. India appeals today to the world for peaceful coexistence between nations. How much more is that necessary within the broad confines of our dear country? We shall be false to our message if we did not live up to it ourselves. Above all, we have to approach every problem in a spirit of sweet reasonableness and cooperation. We shall go forward together or not at all. Violence is the very negation of what we stand for and our progress. 
This year we celebrate an event of high significance—the two thousand five hundredth anniversary of the Buddha. Let us remember the message of this greatest son of India whose light has illumined not only our country but the world for these thousands of years. That message was inscribed later by the great Asoka on rock and stone which stand today to bear witness to the truth that has guided India through the ages. It is only by the recognition of this great truth that our country and the world will prosper. If the world denies and repudiates it and goes along its violent courses, it will perish. 



 


 


 


 


 


Events 


crowd in upon us and because of their quick


 


succession we are apt to miss their significance. Some of


 


us give messages on every occasion exhorting people to great


 


endeavour and even these messages become stale for repetition.


 


Yet, undoubtedly,


 


January 26, 1950, is a day of high


 


significance for India and the Indian people. It does mean


 


the consummation of one important phase of our national


 


struggle. That journey is over, to give place to another and


 


perhaps more arduous journey. A pledge is fu


lfilled and the


 


fulfilment of every pledge gives satisfaction and strength for


 


future endeavour.


 


There is a peculiar appropriateness about this January


 


26, for this day links up the past with the present and this


 


present is seen to grow out of that past. T


wenty years ago


 


we 'took the first pledge of independence. During these


 


twenty years we have known struggle and conflict and failure


 


and achievement. The man who led us through apparent


 


failure to achievement is no more with us but the fruit of his


 


labours


 


is ours. What we do with this fruit depends upon


 


many factors, the basic factors being those on which Gandhiji·


 


laid stress throughout his career


-


high character, integrity


 


of mind and purpose, a spirit of tolerance and co


-


operation


 


and hard work. I can 


only suggest to our people that we


 


should found our republican freedom on these basic characteristics


 


and shed fear and hatred from our minds and think


 


always of the betterment of the millions of our people.


 


We are fortunate to witness the emergence of the


 


Republic of India and our successors may well envy us this


 


day; but fortune is a hostage which has to be zealously


 


guarded by our own good work and which has a tendency


 


to slip away if we slacken in our efforts or if we look in wrong


 


directions.


 


 


I am


 


goi


ng to speak to you tonight about the General Election.


 


All of you know something about them and there 


is


 


naturall


y a great deal of interest in the country on this subject.


 


It is right that each one of you should take an interest in this


 


democratic process 


which is taking place on a scale yet


 


unknown to history. It is also important that you take interest


 


as citizens of the Republic of India, the future of which will,


 


no doubt, be affected by these elections. Democracy is based


 


on the active and intelligent 


interest of the people in their


 




          Events  crowd in upon us and because of their quick   succession we are apt to miss their significance. Some of   us give messages on every occasion exhorting people to great   endeavour and even these messages become stale for repetition.   Yet, undoubtedly,   January 26, 1950, is a day of high   significance for India and the Indian people. It does mean   the consummation of one important phase of our national   struggle. That journey is over, to give place to another and   perhaps more arduous journey. A pledge is fu lfilled and the   fulfilment of every pledge gives satisfaction and strength for   future endeavour.   There is a peculiar appropriateness about this January   26, for this day links up the past with the present and this   present is seen to grow out of that past. T wenty years ago   we 'took the first pledge of independence. During these   twenty years we have known struggle and conflict and failure   and achievement. The man who led us through apparent   failure to achievement is no more with us but the fruit of his   labours   is ours. What we do with this fruit depends upon   many factors, the basic factors being those on which Gandhiji·   laid stress throughout his career - high character, integrity   of mind and purpose, a spirit of tolerance and co - operation   and hard work. I can  only suggest to our people that we   should found our republican freedom on these basic characteristics   and shed fear and hatred from our minds and think   always of the betterment of the millions of our people.   We are fortunate to witness the emergence of the   Republic of India and our successors may well envy us this   day; but fortune is a hostage which has to be zealously   guarded by our own good work and which has a tendency   to slip away if we slacken in our efforts or if we look in wrong   directions.     I am   goi ng to speak to you tonight about the General Election.   All of you know something about them and there  is   naturall y a great deal of interest in the country on this subject.   It is right that each one of you should take an interest in this   democratic process  which is taking place on a scale yet   unknown to history. It is also important that you take interest   as citizens of the Republic of India, the future of which will,   no doubt, be affected by these elections. Democracy is based   on the active and intelligent  interest of the people in their  

