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Motivation

73% of employees have caregiving responsibilities:

over two-thirds of them being working parents.

To remain in the labor force:

parents need quality, affordable childcare services.
Problem: childcare is not affordable.

President Biden issued an executive order on April 18, 2023, aimed at enhancing
access to and the affordability of daycare

One way to reduce to cost of childcare is:

Child Tax Credit (CTC)
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Child Tax Credit (CTC) and Changes Over Time

1997: Congress enacted the CTC

initially provided a $400 per child non-refundable credit.

largely targets middle and upper-middle-income families.

2001: The Economic Growth and Relief Reconciliation Act

Raised the tax credit to $1000 per child,

partially refundable.

2017: Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA)

doubled the maximum credit amount to $2,000 per qualifying child,
reduce the earnings threshold,
increased financial support to improve the well-being of children in low-
and middle-income families.
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CTC: the Largest Federal Expenditures on Children

Figure: Federal Expenditures on Children through Tax Provisions
The estimates are based primarily on CBO (2023) and past years’ releases of these reports (Lou et al. 2023)

Since the 2017 expansion, the Child Tax Credit has emerged as the largest federal
expenditure on children.

January 3, 2025 4 / 28



Recent work in CTC

Policy implications of CTC by examining several outcomes:

Employment (Enriquez et al., 2023; Goldin, Maag and Michelmore, 2022);
parental mental health (Batra et al., 2023), child poverty (Han et. al.,
2022).

Mixed findings in parental labor supply (Feldman et al., 2016; Lippold, 2019;
Ananat et al., 2022; Enriquez et al., 2023)

Parent-child interaction:

Gender (Guryan et al., 2008), family structure (Sayer, Bianchi and Robinson,
2004), child age (Zick and Bryant, 1996), educational attainment (Guryan
et al., 2008) and race (McLoyd, 1990)
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Research Question & Main Contributions

How does the 2017 CTC expansion change the time allocation of parents?

Allowing variation to the exposure of CTC, using a measurement
called “intensity”

cost of childcare relative to median income
low vs. high exposure

Use the policy as an exogenous income shock to examine:

time spend with children
gender disparities within the household → more or less leisure for
mothers?
parental time with children
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Preview of Our Findings

Our findings suggest that, following the CTC expansion, parents
residing in areas with greater exposure to this policy change tend to:

↓ childcare tasks, paid work, and household activities

↑ leisure time.

This trend is particularly noticeable among mothers.

CTC reform primarily

↓ basic childcare responsibilities
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Data

(1) Time Use Data from ATUS

We focus on parents:

between 18 and 65 years old
with at least one child under 17
complete 24-hour diary

Group time use based on five categories:

Work, Leisure, Childcare, Housework, Others (civic obligations,
volunteering services etc.)

Classify childcare based on activities:

Basic childcare (breastfeeding, putting a child to sleep, providing
medical care)
Educational childcare (reading, helping for homework)
Recreational childcare (attending sports events, outdoor activities, etc.)
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Data

(2) Children and Income Data:

Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) Program

Median household income

Childcare Costs

Women’s Bureau National Database of Childcare Prices
County-level weekly full-time childcare price data for different types of
center-based childcare

→ We focus on years 2008-2021

→ To match ATUS with the childcare cost data households with
missing/unknown county codes are dropped

→ 42,194 households, 15,782 living with one or more children under the age of 17.
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Empirical Specification

To examine the policy’s impact on time allocation of parents, we use DiD
regression:

Yicdy = γIntensityc×Posty+θXicdy+Weekendicdy+Monthicdy+λy+λc+λsy+εicdy .
(1)

Where:

Yicdy : the likelihood (probability) or amount of time spent (in minutes) in an activity for individual i living in county c,
on date d of year y .

Posty : equals 1 if an individual is surveyed after 2017.

Intensityc : continuous treatment indicating the exposure intensity to the CTC payments received by an individual
residing in county c based on the share of its local childcare cost on the median household income.

Xicdy : individual characteristics

Weekendicdy : dummy variable indicating if the respondent was surveyed during the weekend.

Monthicdy :month fixed effects

λy , λc : year and county-fixed effects

λsy : state-year fixed effects

εicdy : error term
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Measuring the Varying Exposure to CTC
(Treatment Intensity)

Intensity definition:

Intensityc = 1− [Childcare Cost per Household Income]c
max([Childcare Cost per Household Income]c)

(2)

Inversely rank the relative childcare cost given its percentile position to the
maximum childcare cost

We assume that lower-cost, more affordable areas are more treated (these
families can buy more hours than a family facing higher prices)

Higher percentile, higher exposure
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Figure: Geographic Variation in the Exposure to CTC

Note: The exposure is measured by the percentage of childcare costs in family income. The
intensity of the purple color indicates the extent to which the percentage of the median

household income allocated to childcare expenses per child increases.

Lowest childcare spending as a proportion of household income (5% in Williamson, TN) vs. highest childcare spending as a
proportion of income (25% in Denver, CO)
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Testing the Common Trend Assumption

Using Granger (1963) leads and lags of the treatment, we use the following:

Yicdy =
2016∑

t=2008

γt Intensityc × Leadt +
2021∑

t=2018

γt Intensityc × Lagt + θXicdy + Weekendicdy + Monthicdy

+ λy + λc + λsy + εicdy (3)

Figure 1. Event Study and Dynamic DD Results
Note: The dependent variables are the probability of engaging in childcare, home production, and work and related activities.

We also report the 95% confidence interval.
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Baseline Results

Table 1. CTC Expansion’s Impact on Parental Time Allocation
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Where did the time go?

Table 2. Impact of CTC Reform on Time Allocated to Different Leisure Activities

January 3, 2025 15 / 28



Results by childcare activities

Table 3. CTC Expansion’s Impact on Parental Time With Children by Age of the Youngest Child
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Robustness Checks

1 We examine the reform’s impact on individuals’ decisions regarding
fertility and marriage.

2 We examine whether the household physical structure at the county
level remains unchanged after the CTC reform.

3 To ensure that our estimated effects are not influenced by the effect
of school closure on parental time distribution, we exclude 2020 from
our analysis.

4 We also tried an alternative intensity measurement using the share of
child-related expenditure.
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Fertility and marriage

Table 4. Impact of CTC Reform on Fertility and Marriage Decision

According to Kearney and Levine (2023) there was a surge in birth rates during the period between March and
September 2021, resulting in approximately 30,000 more births than anticipated.

We do not find evidence that the CTC reform influenced the composition of our sample due to changes in decisions
regarding fertility and marriage.
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Migration

Table 5. Impact of CTC Reform on Migration Decision

Migration of individuals from regions with higher childcare costs to those with lower costs could undermine our
estimations.

CTC reform does not have a significant impact on the migration behavior of all individuals.
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Excluding the impact of school closure

Table 6. CTC Expansion’s Impact on Parental Time Allocation (Excluding 2020)

Table 6 indicates a decline in the probability of mothers engaging in both work and childcare duties
→ fathers reduce their involvement in household tasks.

After excluding data from 2020 to isolate the effect of school closure on parental time, our findings are largely
unchanged.
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Alternative Measurement

Not all families utilize center-based childcare services

Find such measurement where it accounts for the expenses associated with
raising children

We use the equation below:

Yisdy = γChildExps × Posty + θXisdy +Weekendisdy +Monthisdy + λy + λs + εisdy

ChildExps :a continuous treatment that captures childcare spending as a proportion of all childcare-related expenses
(total expenditure) at the state level.

**To determine the percentage of expenditure allocated to childcare, we modify the overall spending figures from the Consumer
Expenditure Survey (CES) spanning 2008 to 2016 by omitting expenses in categories unrelated to childcare, such as alcohol,
tobacco, and personal care.
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Alternative measurement

Table 7. Baseline results using an alternative intensity measurement
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Heterogeneity: Results by education

Figure: Impact of CTC on Time Allocated to Childcare by Parental Education

Note: The blue dots represent the regression coefficients from OLS regressions of time allocated
to child care on our county-level CTC treatment variable by parental education.

The reduction in childcare time was found to be statistically significant
primarily among parents with lower levels of education, specifically those
with a high school diploma or less
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Heterogeneity: Results by race

Figure: CTC’s Impact on Time Allocated Childcare Activity by Race

Note: The blue dots represent the regression coefficients from OLS regressions of time allocated
to child care on our county-level CTC treatment variable by the race of the parent

There was a significant decrease in the amount of time Hispanic parents in
regions with greater exposure to the reform dedicated to childcare-related
tasks
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Heterogeneity: Results by income

Figure: CTC’s Impact on Time Allocated Childcare Activity by Family Income

Note: The blue dots represent the regression coefficients from OLS regressions of time allocated
to child care on our county-level CTC treatment variable by annual family income.

CTC expansion causes all parents to cut back on their total time with
children.

Notably, the estimated decline is strongest for the 20k to 50k income
category
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Conclusion

Parents living in areas with high exposure to the policy change tend to be
less involved in household, work, and childcare activities:

which gives them more time for leisure
Mothers spend more time for socializing

Policy change leads to a decline in some types of childcare activities:

only in basic childcare
no impact on cognitive development

Heterogeneity on childcare activities by race, gender and education level
reveals that:

Hispanic parents
20-50k
High school or less

→ Tend to spend less time for childcare
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Thank you!
elif.dilden@rockhurst.edu
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Appendix

Figure A1. Percentage of Childcare Cost in Family Income
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