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Source: Patrick Bayer and Kerwin Kofi Charles, “Divergent Paths: A New Perspective on Earnings Differences 
Between black and White Men Since 1940 , The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 133 (August 2018) 1459-1501
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The stolen election of 1874 in Barbour 
County, Alabama through violence
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Some of the newspaper accounts of the April 
1902 Will Reynolds lynching in Tuscumbia
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Some of the scholarship on the history of 
Race and Unions in American Railroads
• Kelly, Joseph (2013) “Showing Agency on the Margins: African American 

Railway Workers in the South and Their Unions, 1917-1930,” Labour
(Spring) 71: 123-148.

• Hill, Herbert (1995) “The Importance of Race in American Labor History,” 
International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society (Winter) 9: 317-343.

• Arnesen, Eric (1994) “’Like Banquo’s Ghost, It Will Not Down’: The Race 
Question and the American Railroad Brotherhoods, 1880-1920,” The 
American Historical Review (December) 99: 1601-1633.

• Matthews, John Michael (1974) “The Georgia ‘Race Strike’ of 1909,” The 
Journal of Southern History (November, Number 4) 40: 613-630
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Georgia Railroad Strike 1909

• “Mr. Scott says that this part of a 
plan to drive the negro from the 
railroads. The truth is our movement 
is only defensive…Mr. Scott’s action 
is forcing negro supremacy on the 
Georgia railroad…They already have 
in Augusta negroes who occupy the 
positions of yard foreman of 
engines…and the white engineer is is 
subject to his orders and control.”—
Eugene Ball, 2nd Vice-President, 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen 
and Enginemen
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Railroad workers as of 1940 Census
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Typical regression of log wage earnings on race, 
education and age for Men 18-60 in the Railroad 

Industry in the 1940 Census
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Income of male railroad workers(18-60 years 
old), 1940 in states with segregated schools
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Railroad earnings (highlighting firemen) by 
race for Men 18-60 in 1940
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Technology and Violence
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Railroad Firemen by Race and Age 1940
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Railroad Firemen 1940
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Typical regression of log wage earnings on race, education and 
age for Men 18-60 , Firemen in the Railroad Industry in the 

1940 Census
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Education and Race of Railroad Porters


