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Motivation

I Internal con ict is economically disruptive 14.3 trillion dollars annually, 13.4%
of world GDP).

I Human loss and population displacement further undermine political stability
constrain growth.

I Understanding the political economy of rebellion, and how rebels plan for ar
time their attacks speci cally, may yield actionable insights to thwart or resol
con ict.
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Overview

I We study how resource endowments in uence insurgency.

I We argue that rent extraction in uences not just when con icts emerge, but
howthey are fought anadvhenattacks occur.

I We model the relationship rebel capacity and rebel tactics, focusing on the
ability of insurgents to gather information about government vulnerabilities.

I Wetest our model using newly declassi ed military records from the Afghani:
war (unparalleled scale).

' 'We nd robust evidence that revenue shocks lead to increased attack cluste
These e ects are enhanced in areas where rebels can spy on troop/convoy/
activity. Labor scarcity and government surveillance have the opposite e ect
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Theory
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Intuition

I Rebels face resource constraints, and may allocate their operations across
windows".

I As rebels acquire more capacity, they can gather intelligence about governn
vulnerabilities.

I Increasing revenue and, by extension, the precision of information available
insurgents decreases the temporal randomness of attack patterns.

I That is, production of violence is concentrated within certain \time windows\.
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Context
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Rebel Financing and Combat in Afghanistan

I We study rent extraction and rebel tactics during Operation Enduring Freedom
(2006-2014).

I The Taliban are rely on taxes from opium farmersh(), charitable giving Zaka®), and
protection rackets.

I Rents from farmers and tra ckers are primarily collected in the spring for use in the
subsequent ghting season (June to September).

I The Central Finance Committee collects and audits earnings reports from regional
commanders (who control provincial commandesrs district commanders> local
commanders).

I CFC redistributes some income to non-producing districts; CFC maintains control ove
commander assignments and rotations.
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Data
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Descriptive details: con ict data

We draw on newly declassi ed military records provided to us by US CENTCOM (N =
500,000).

I Each event is georeferenced and time-stamped (by minute).

1 Our data include records are primarily composed of remote combat, close combat,
improvised explosive device (IED) engagements.

I These records are supplemented by previously unreleased data: insurgent and
counterinsurgent surveillance (spy) operations, insurgent security breaches, safe hou
raids, and insurgent detentions.

I They also include rebel attempts to intimidate civilians (e.g., night letters) as well as
targeted Kkillings of collaborators (informants, security force recruits, etc.).
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