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Readings on Quantitative Methods 
 
 
Recommended readings for quick refreshers on econometrics related to evaluation of education 
policies and programs: 
 
Angrist, J., & Pischke, J. (2009). Mostly harmless econometrics: an empiricist’s companion. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
 
Murnane, R., & Willett, J. (2010). Methods matter: improving causal inference in educational 

and social science research. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, USA. 
 
Shadish, W., Cook, T., & Campbell, D. (2001). Experimental and quasi-experimental designs for 

generalized causal inference, 2nd ed. Independence, KY: Cengage Learning. 
 
 

Lecture 1: K12 Trends & Issues (Jacob) 
 
Trends on student achievement on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) can 
be obtained from the following sources: 
 
Main NAEP: http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/ 
Long-term Trend NAEP: http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/lttdata/ 
 
For information on student achievement across countries, see: 
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/ 
http://nces.ed.gov/timss/index.asp 
 
Card, D., & Krueger, A. (1992a). Does school quality matter? Returns to education and the 

characteristics of public schools in the United States. The Journal of Political Economy, 
100(1), 1-40. 

 
Card, D., & Krueger, A. (1992b). School quality and black-white relative earnings: a direct 

assessment. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 107(1), 151-200. 
 
Card, D., & Krueger, A. (1996a). Labor market effects of school quality: theory and evidence. In 

Gary Burtless (Ed.), The link between schools, student achievement, and adult success. 
Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution. 
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Card, D., & Krueger, A. (1996b). School resources and student outcomes: an overview of the 
literature and new evidence from North and South Carolina. The Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, 10(4), 31-50. 

 
Card, D., & Payne, A. (2002). School finance reform, the distribution of school spending, and 

the distribution of SAT scores. Journal of Public Economics, 83(1), 49-82. 
 
Coleman, J., Campbell, E., Hobson, C., McPartland, J., Mood, A., Weinfeld, F., & York, R. 

(1966). Equality of educational opportunity (OE-38001). Washington, D.C.: Government 
Printing Office. Retrieved from http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED012275.pdf. 

 
Dee, T., & Jacob, B. (2011). The impact of No Child Left Behind on student achievement. 

Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 30(3), 418-446. 
 
Deming, D. (2011). Better schools, less crime? The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 126(4), 

2063-2115. 
 
 Deming, D., Hastings, J., Kane, T., & Staiger, D. (2011). School choice, school quality and 

postsecondary attainment (NBER Working Paper No. 17438) Retrieved from National 
Bureau of Economic Research website: http://www.nber.org/papers/w17438. 

 
Deming, D., Hastings, J., Kane, T., & Staiger, D. (in press). School choice and college 

attendance: evidence from randomized lotteries. American Economic Review.  
 
Guryan, J. (2004). Desegregation and black dropout rates. American Economic Review, 94(4), 

919-943. 
 
Hanushek, E., Rivkin, S., & Taylor, L. (1996). Aggregation and the estimated effects of school 

resources. The Review of Economics and Statistics, 78(4), 611-627. 
 
Heckman, J., Humphries, J., LaFontaine, P., & Rodriguez, P. (2012). Taking the easy way out: 

how the GED testing program induces students to drop out. Journal of Labor Economics, 
30(3), 495-520. 

 
Hyman, J. (2013). Does money matter in the long run? Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan. 

Retrieved from http://www-personal.umich.edu/~jmhyman/Hyman_JMP.pdf. 
 
Johnson, R. (2011). Long-run impacts of school desegregation & school quality on adult 

attainments (NBER Working Paper No. 16664). Retrieved from NBER website: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w16664. 

 
Krueger, A. (1999). Experimental estimates of education production functions. The Quarterly 

Journal of Economics, 114(2), 497-532. 
 
Lutz, B. (2011). The end of court-ordered desegregation. American Economic Journal: 

Economic Policy, 3(2), 130-168. 
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Murnane, R. 2013. U.S high school graduation rates: patterns and explanations, Journal of Economic 

Literature, 51(2), 370-422.  
 
 

Lecture 2 – Postsecondary Trends & Issues (Dynarski) 
 

Statistics on trends over time in educational attainment of the US population, 1940-present are 
available in Digest of Education Statistics: 
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/2012menu_figures.asp 
 
International comparisons of education levels are in available in OECD Education at a Glance: 
http://www.oecd.org/edu/eag2013%20(eng)--FINAL%2020%20June%202013.pdf 

 
 
Bailey, M. & Dynarski, S. (2011). Gains and gaps: changing inequality in U.S. college entry and 

completion (NBER Working Paper No. 17633). Retrieved from NBER website: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w17633.  

 
Card, D. (1995). Using geographic variation in college proximity to estimate the return to 

schooling. In Louis Christofides, Kenneth Grant, and Robert Swindinsky (Eds.) Aspects 
of labor market behavior: essays in honour of John Vanderkamp. Toronto, ON: 
University of Toronto Press. 

 
College Board. (2013a). Education pays. Retrieved from 

http://trends.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/education-pays-2013-full-report.pdf. 
 
College Board. (2013b). Trends in college pricing 2013. Retrieved from 

http://trends.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/college-pricing-2013-full-report.pdf. 
 
College Board. (2013c). Trends in student aid 2013. Retrieved from 

http://trends.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/student-aid-2013-full-report.pdf. 
 
Currie, J. & Moretti, E. (2003). Mother’s education and the intergenerational transmission of 

human capital. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 118(4), 1495-1532. 
 

Dale, S., & Kreuger, A. (2002). Estimating the payoff to attending a more selective college: an 
application of selection on observables and unobservables. The Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, 117(4), 1491-1527. 

 
Dale, S., & Kreuger, A. (2011). Estimating the return to college selectivity over the career using 

administrative earnings data (NBER Working Paper No. 17159). Retrieved from NBER 
website: http://www.nber.org/papers/w17159. 

 
Black, D., & Smith, J. (2004). How robust is the evidence on the effects of college quality? 

Evidence from matching. Journal of Econometrics, 121(1), 99-124. 
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Black, D., & Smith, J. (2006). Estimating returns to college quality with multiple proxies for 

quality. Journal of Labor Economics, 24(3), 701-728. 
 
Zimmerman, S. (in press). The returns of college admission for academically marginal students. 

Journal of Labor Economics. 
 
 

Lecture 3 – Accountability and Choice (Jacob) 
 
Altonji, J., Elder, T., & Taber, C. (2005a). An evaluation of instrumental variable strategies for 

estimating the effects of catholic schooling. Journal of Human Resources, 40(4), 791-
821. 

 
Altonji, J., Elder, T., & Taber, C. (2005b). Selection on observed and unobserved variables: 

assessing the effectiveness of catholic schools. Journal of Political Economy, 113(1), 
151-184. 

 
Angrist, J., Cohodes, S., Dynarski, S., Pathak, P., & Walters, C. (2013). Stand and deliver: 

effects of Boston’s charter high schools on college preparation, entry, and choice (NBER 
Working Paper No. 19275). Retrieved from NBER website: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w19275. 

 
Angrist, J., Dynarski, S., Kane, T., & Pathak, P. (2011). Accountability and flexibility in public 

schools: evidence from Boston’s charters and pilots. The Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, 126(2), 699-748. 

 
Angrist, J., Dynarski, S., Kane, T., Pathak, P., & Walters, C. (2012). Who benefits from KIPP? 

Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 31(4), 837-860.  
 
Angrist, J., & Lavy, V. (1999). Using Maimonides’ rule to estimate the effect of class size on 

scholastic achievement. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 114(2), 533-575. 
 
Angrist, J., Pathak, P., & Walters, C. (2013). Explaining charter school effectiveness. American 

Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 4(4), 1-27. 
 
Clayton, J. (2011). On money and motivation: a quasi-experimental analysis of financial 

incentives for college achievement. Journal of Human Resources, 46(3), 614-646. 
 
Dee, T., & Jacob, B. (2007). Do high school exit exams influence educational attainment or labor 

market performance? In Adam Gamoran (Ed.) Standards-based reform and the poverty 
gap: lessons for No Child Left Behind. Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press. 

 
Dee, T., Jacob, B., & Schwartz, N. (2013). The effects of NCLB on school resources and 

practices. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 35(2), 252-279. 
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Dobbie, W., & Fryer, R. (2011). Are high-quality schools enough to increase achievement 
among the poor? Evidence from the Harlem Children’s Zone. American Economic 
Journal: Applied Economics, 3(3), 158-187. 

 
Dobbie, W., & Fryer, R. (2013). Getting behind the veil of effective schools: evidence from New 

York City. American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 4(5), 28-60. 
 
Evans, W., & Schwab, R. (1995). Finishing high school and starting college: do catholic schools 

make a difference? Quarterly Journal of Economics, 110(4), 941-974. 
 
Friedman, M. (1955). The role of government in education. In Robert Solo (Ed.), Economics and 

the public interest. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 
 
Figlio, D. (2006). Testing, crime, and punishment. Journal of Public Economics, 90(4-5), 837-

851. 
 
Figlio, D., & Getzler, L. (2002). Accountability, ability and disability: gaming the system 

(NBER Working Paper No. 9307). Retrieved from the NBER website: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w9307. 

 
Figlio, D., & Winicki, J. (2005). Food for thought? The effects of school accountability plans on 

school nutrition. Journal of Public Economics, 89(2-3), 381-394. 
 
Grogger, J., & Neal, D. (2000). Further evidence of the effects of catholic secondary schooling. 

Brookings-Wharton Papers on Urban Affairs, 2000, 151-193. 
 
Hastings, J., & Weinstein, J. (2008). Information, school choice and academic achievement: 

evidence from two experiments. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 123(4), 1373-1414.  
 
Hoekstra, M. (2009). The effect of attending the flagship state university on earnings: a 

discontinuity-based approach. Review of Economics and Statistics, 91(4), 717-724. 
 
Howell, W., Wolf, P., Campbell, D., & Peterson, P. (2002). School vouchers and academic 

performance: results from three randomized field trials. Journal of Policy Analysis and 
Management, 21(2), 191-217. 

 
Hoxby, Caroline. (2000). Does competition among public schools benefit students and 

taxpayers? The American Economic Review, 90(5), 1209-1238. 
 
Hoxby, C., & Murarka, S. (2009). Charter schools in New York City: who enrolls and how they 

affect their students’ achievement (NBER Working Paper No. 14852). Retrieved from 
NBER website: http://www.nber.org/papers/w14852. 
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Jacob, B. (2001). Getting tough? The impact of mandatory high school graduation exams on 

student achievement and dropout rates. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 
23(2), 99-122. 

 
Jacob, B. (2005). Accountability, incentives and behavior: evidence from school reform in 

Chicago. Journal of Public Economics, 89(5-6), 761-796. 
 
Jacob, B. (2013). The effect of employment protection on teacher effort. Journal of Labor 

Economics, 31(4), 727-761. 
 
Jacob, B., & Lefgren, L. (2004). Remedial education and student achievement: a regression-

discontinuity analysis. Review of Economics and Statistics, 86(1), 226-244.   
 
Jacob, B., & Lefgren, L. (2009). The effect of grade retention on high school completion. 

American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 1(3), 33-58.   
 
Jacob, B., & Lefgren, L. (2008). Principals as agents: subjective performance assesssment in 

education. Journal of Labor Economics, 26(1), 101-136. 
 
Jacob, B., & Levitt, S. (2003). Rotten apples: an investigation of the prevalence and predictors of 

teacher cheating. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 118(3), 843-877.     
 
Kane, T., & Staiger, D. (2002). Volatility in school test scores: implications for test-based 

accountability systems. Brookings papers on education policy 2002. Washington, D.C.: 
Brookings Institution Press.  

 
Martorell, P., & Clark, D. (2010). The signaling value of a high school diploma (Rand Education 

Working Paper No. WR-780-UFLA). Retrieved from RAND website: 
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/working_papers/2010/RAND_WR780.pdf. 

 
Martorell, P., & McFarlin, I. (2011). Help or hindrance? The effects of college remediation on 

academic and labor market outcomes. The Review of Economics and Statistics, 93(2), 
436-454. 

 
Neal, D. (1997). The effects of catholic secondary schooling on educational achievement. 

Journal of Labor Economics, 15(1), 98-123. 
 
Neal, D., & Schanzenbach, D. (2010). Left behind by design: proficiency counts and test-based 

accountability. The Review of Economics and Statistics, 92(2), 263-283. 
 
Papay, J., Murnane, R., & Willett, J. (2010). The consequences of high school exit examinations 

for low-performing urban students: evidence from Massachusetts. Educational 
Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 32(1), 5-23.  
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Reardon, S., Greenberg, E., Kalogrides, D., Shores, K., & Valentino, R. (2013). Left behind? 
The effect of No Child Left Behind on academic achievement gaps (Center for Education 
Policy Analysis Working Paper). Retrieved from 
http://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/reardon%20et%20al%20nclb%20gaps%20pape
r%2012aug2013.pdf. 

 
Reardon, S., Grewal, E., Kalogrides, D., & Greenberg, E. (in press). Brown fades: the end of 

court-ordered school desegregation and the resegregation of American public schools. 
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management. 

 
Reback, R., Rockoff, J., & Schwartz, H. (in press). Under pressure: job security, resource 

allocation, and productivity in schools under No Child Left Behind. American Economic 
Journal: Economic Policy.  

 
Rockoff, J., Jacob, B., Kane, T., & Staiger, D. (2011). Can you recognize an effective teacher 

when you recruit one? Education Finance and Policy, 6(1), 43-74. 
 
Rothstein, J. (2006). Good principals or good peers: parental valuation of school characteristics, 

Tiebout equilibrium, and the incentive effects of competition among jurisdictions. 
The American Economic Review, 96(4), 1333-1350.  

 
Rothstein, J. (2007). Does competition among public schools benefit students and taxpayers? A 

comment on Hoxby (2000). The American Economic Review, 97(5), 2026-2037. 
 
Urquiola, M. (2005). Does school choice lead to sorting? Evidence from Tiebout variation. The 

American Economic Review, 95(4), 1310-1326. 
 
Zimmerman, D. (2003). Peer effects in academic outcomes: evidence from a natural experiment. 

The Review of Economics and Statistics, 85(1), 9-23. 
 
 

Lecture 4  – Teacher Effectiveness (Jacob) 
 
Chetty, R., Friedman, J. , Hilger, N., Saez, E., Schanzenbach, D., & Yagan, D. (2011). How does 

your kindergarten classroom affect your earnings? Evidence from Project STAR. 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 126(4), 1593-1660. 

 
Chetty, R., Friedman, J., & Rockoff, J. (2013a). Measuring the impacts of teachers I: evaluating 

bias in teacher value-added estimates (NBER Working Paper No. 19423). Retrieved from 
NBER website: http://www.nber.org/papers/w19423 

 
Chetty, R., Friedman, J., & Rockoff, J. (2013b). Measuring the impacts of teachers II: teacher 

value-added and student outcomes in adulthood (NBER Working Paper No. 19424). 
Retrieved from NBER website: http://www.nber.org/papers/w19424. 
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Dee., T. (2004). Teachers, race, and student achievement in a randomized experiment. The 
Review of Economics and Statistics, 86(1), 195-210. 

 
Dee, T., & Wyckoff, J. (2013). Incentives, selection, and teacher performance: evidence from 

IMPACT (NBER Working Paper No. 19529). Retrieved from NBER website: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w19529. 

 
Fryer, R. Teacher incentives and student achievement: evidence from New York City public 

schools. Journal of Labor Economics, 31(2), 373-427. 
 
Goldhaber, D. & Hansen, M. (2010). Assessing the potential of using value-added estimates of 

teacher job performance for making tenure decisions (CALDER Working Paper 31). 
Retrieved from http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/1001369_assessing_the_potential.pdf. 

 
Goodman, S., & Turner, L. (2013). The design of teacher incentive pay and educational 

outcomes: evidence from the New York City bonus program. Journal of Labor 
Economics, 31(2), 409-420. 

 
Gordon, R., Kane, T., & Staiger, D. (2006). Identifying effective teachers using performance on 

the job (The Hamilton Project Discussion paper 2006-01). Retrieved from 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2006/4/education%20gordon/20
0604hamilton_1.pdf. 

 
Jacob, B. (2013). The effect of employment protection on worker effort: evidence from public 

schooling. Journal of Labor Economics, 31(4), 727-761. 
 
Kane, T., McCaffrey, D., Miller, T., & Staiger, D. (2013).  Have we identified effective teachers? 

Validating measures of effective teaching using random assignment. Retrieved from 
http://www.metproject.org/downloads/MET_Validating_Using_Random_Assignment_R
esearch_Paper.pdf. 

 
Kirabo, J. (2012). Non-cognitive ability, test scores, and teacher quality: evidence from 9th grade 

teachers in North Carolina (NBER Working Paper No. 18624). Retrieved from NBER 
website: http://www.nber.org/papers/w18624. 

 
Kirabo, J., & Bruegmann, E. (2009). Teaching students and teaching each other: the importance 

of peer learning for teachers. American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 1(4), 85-
108. 

 
Lavy, V. (2009). Performance pay and teachers’ effort, productivity, and grading ethics. 

American Economic Review, 99(5), 1979-2011. 
 
Lefgren, L., & Sims, D. (2012). Using subject test scores efficiently to predict teacher value-

added. Education Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 34(1), 109-121. 
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Master, B., Loeb, S., Whitney, C., & Wyckoff, J. (2012). Different skills? Identifying differently 
effective teachers of English language learners. Stanford, CA: Stanford University. 
Retrieved from http://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/DifferentSkills.pdf. 

 
Muralidharan, K., & Sundararaman, V. (2011). Teacher performance pay: experimental evidence 

from India. Journal of Political Economy, 119(1), 39-77. 
 
Murnane, R., & Cohen, D. (1986). Merit pay and the evaluation problem: why most merit pay 

plans fail and a few survive. Harvard Educational Review, 56, 1-17. 
 
Podgursky, M., & Springer, M. (2007). Teacher performance pay: a review. Journal of Policy 

Analysis and Management, 26(4), 909-950. 
 
Rockoff, J., Staiger, D., Kane, T., & Taylor, E. (2012). Information and employee evaluation: 

evidence from a randomized intervention in public schools. American Economic Review, 
102(7), 3184-3213. 

 
Rothstein, J. (2010). Teacher quality in educational production: tracking, decay, and student 

achievement. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 125(1), 175-214.  
 
Rothestein, J. (2012). Teacher quality policy when supply matters (NBER Working Paper No. 

18419). Retrieved from NBER website: http://www.nber.org/papers/w18419. 
 
Staiger, D., & Rockoff, J. (2010).  Searching for effective teachers with imperfect information. 

Journal of Economic Perspectives, 24(3), 97-118. 
 
Springer, M., Ballou, D., Hamilton, L., Vi-Nhuan, L., Lockwood, J., McCaffrey, D., Pepper, M., 

& Stecher, B. (2010). Teacher pay for performance: experimental evidence from the 
Project on Incentives in Teaching. Retrieved from 
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/reprints/2010/RAND_RP1416.pdf. 

 
 

Lecture 5  – Tuition & Aid (Dynarski) 
 
Avery, C., & Kane, T. (2004). Student perceptions of college opportunities: the Boston COACH 

program. In Caroline Hoxby (Ed.) College choices: the economics of where to go, when 
to go, and how to pay for it. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 

 
Barrow, L., Brock, T., Richburg-Hayes, L., & Rouse, C. (2009). Paying for performance: the 

education impacts of a community college scholarship program for low-income adults 
(Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago Working Paper No. WP-09-13). Retrieved from 
http://www.chicagofed.org/webpages/publications/working_papers/2009/wp_13.cfm. 

 
Baumol, W., & Bowen, W. (1966). Performing arts, the economic dilemma: a study of problems 

common to theater, opera, music, and dance. New York, N.Y.: Twentieth Century Fund. 
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Beshears, J., Choi, J., Laibson, D., & Madrian, B. (2013). Simplification and saving. Journal of 
Economic Behavior & Organization, 95, 130-145. 

 
Bettinger, E., Long, B., Oreopoulos, P., & Sanbonmatsu, L. (2012). The role of application 

assistance and information in college decisions: results from the H&R Block FAFSA 
experiment. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 127(3), 1205-1242. 

 
Bennett, W. (1987, February 18). Our greedy colleges. The New York Times. Retrieved from 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/02/18/opinion/our-greedy-colleges.html. 
 
Cellini, S., & Goldin, C. (2012). Does federal student aid raise tuition? New evidence on for-

profit colleges (NBER Working Paper No. 17827). Retrieved from NBER website: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w17827. 

 
College Board. (2013b). Trends in college pricing 2013. Retrieved from 

http://trends.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/college-pricing-2013-full-report.pdf. 
 
College Board. (2013c). Trends in student aid 2013. Retrieved from 

http://trends.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/student-aid-2013-full-report.pdf. 
 
Deming, D., & Dynarski, S. (2009). Into college, out of poverty? Policies to increase the 

postsecondary attainment of the poor (NBER Working Paper No. 15387). Retrieved from 
NBER website: http://www.nber.org/papers/w15387. 

 
Dynarski, S. (2003). Does aid matter? Measuring the effect of student aid on college attendance 

and completion. American Economic Review, 93(1), 279-288. 
 
Dynarski, S. (2008). Building the stock of college-educated labor. Journal of Human Resources, 

43(3), 576-610. 
 
Dynarski, S., & Scott-Clayton, J. (2006). The cost of complexity in federal student aid: lessons 

from optimal tax theory and behavioral economics. National Tax Journal, 59(2), 319-
356. 

 
Dynarski, S., & Scott-Clayton, J. (2013). Financial aid policy: lessons from research. Future of 

Children, 23(1), 67-91. 
 
Kahneman, D., & Tyversky, A. (2000). Choices, values and frames. Cambridge, MA: 

Cambridge University Press. 
 
Kaplow, L. (1990). Optimal taxation with costly enforcement and evasion. Journal of Public 

Economics, 43(2), 221-236. 
 
Kaplow, L. (1996). How tax complexity and enforcement affect the equity and efficiency of the 

income tax. National Tax Journal, 49(1), 135-150. 
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Kirshstein, R., & Hurlburt, S. (2012). Revenues: where does the money come from? A Delta data 
update, 2000–2010. Washington, D.C.: American Institutes for Research. Retrieved from 
Delta Cost Project website: 
http://www.deltacostproject.org/pdfs/Revenue_Trends_Production.pdf. 

 
MDRC. (ongoing). Opening doors project. MDRC website: 

http://www.mdrc.org/project/opening-doors#featured_content. 
 
Scott-Clayton, J. (2011). On money and motivation: a quasi-experimental analysis of financial 

incentives for college achievement. The Journal of Human Resources, 46(3), 446-453. 
 

Singell, L., & Stone, J. (2007). For whom the Pell tolls: the response of university tuition to 
federal grants-in-aid. Economics of Education Review, 26(3), 285-295. 

 
 

Lecture 6  – Loans (Dynarski) 
 
Barr, N. (2004). Higher education funding. Oxford Review of Economic Policy, 20(2), 264-283. 
 
Barr, N., & Crawford, I. (2005). Financing higher education: answers from the UK. London, 

UK: Routledge. 
 
Barrow, L., & Rouse, C. (2005). Does college still pay? The Economists’ Voice, 2(4), 3-8. 
 
College Board. (2013c). Trends in student aid 2013. Retrieved from 

http://trends.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/student-aid-2013-full-report.pdf. 
 
Cunningham, A., & Kienzl, G. (2011). Delinquency: the untold story of student loan borrowing. 

Washington, D.C.: Institute for Higher Education Policy. Retrieved from 
http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/a-f/delinquency-
the_untold_story_final_march_2011.pdf. 

 
Dynarski, S., & Kreisman, D. (2013). Loans for educational opportunity: making borrowing 

work for today’s students (The Hamilton Project Discussion Paper No. 2013-05). 
Retrieved from 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2013/10/21%20student%20loan
s%20dynarski/thp_dynarskidiscpaper_final.pdf. 

 
Field, E. (2009). Educational debt burden and career choice: evidence from a financial aid 

experiment at NYU Law School. American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 1(1), 
1-21. 

 
Greenstone, M., & Looney, A. (2013). Is starting college and not finishing really that bad? 

Retrieved from 
http://www.hamiltonproject.org/files/downloads_and_links/May_Jobs_Blog_20130607_
FINAL_2.pdf. 
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Gurgand, M., Lorenceau, A., & Mélonio, T. (2011). Student loans: liquidity constraint and 

higher education in South Africa (Agence Française de Développement Working Paper 
No. 117). Retrieved from http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1969424. 

 
Lee, Donghoon. (2013). Household debt and credit: student debt. New York, NY: Federal 

Reserve Bank of New York. Retrieved from 
http://www.newyorkfed.org/newsevents/mediaadvisory/2013/Lee022813.pdf. 

 
Norlove, M. (1975). Some problems in the use of income-contingent loans for the finance of 

higher education. Journal of Political Economy, 83(1), 157-184. 
 
Rothstein, J., & Rouse, C. (2011). Constrained after college: student loans and early-career 

occupational choices. Journal of Public Economics, 95(1-2), 149-163. 
 
Solis, A. (2012). Credit access and college enrollment (Uppsala University Deptartment of 

Economics Working Paper No. 2013:12). Retrieved from 
http://alexsolis.webs.com/CreditAccessSolis_v3.pdf. 

 
 

Lecture 7 – Postsecondary Productivity & Accountability (Dynarski) 
 
For 2013 U.S. degree completions and graduation rates see National Center for Education 
Statistics Data (full citations in reference list below): 
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cvc.asp 
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cva.asp 
 
Bettinger, E., & Long, B. (2009). Addressing the needs of underprepared students in higher 

education: does college remediation work? Journal of Human Resources, 44(3), 736-771. 
 
Boatman, A., & Long, B. (2010). Does remediation work for all students? How the effects of 

postsecondary remedial and developmental courses vary by level of academic preparation 
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