Incarceration Length, Employment, and Earnings
By Jeffrey R. Kling
Data Availability and Programs

As described in the data appendix, the data used in this paper were merged together from many sources, all of which involved the use of confidential individual identifiers. The agreements under which I obtained the data prohibit me from making the data publicly available. The source data can be requested by other researchers from the original sources:

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts

California Employment Development Department


Florida Department of Corrections, Bureau of Research and Data Analysis

Florida Education and Training Placement Information Program


U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics

In the past I have been able to provide my extracts of some of these data to other researchers with the agreement of the agencies. My California Employment Development Department data cannot be provided to other researchers and a new extract would need to be created by matching on offender SSNs. Additional details about how I obtained access to the data are available upon request to jkling@brookings.edu. This document provides code for analyses in the tables of the paper.
*** The statistical estimation for the paper was conducted using Stata version 8.2
global x1 "age_* female race_* edu* offense_* priorincar_* employ_* calendar_time_*"

global x2 "tabesc_* english mar_* born_* displinary_* substance_* healthstatus_*"

global x3 "custodylevel_* nosuper prog_*"

*** TABLE 1 - columns 1-3.

use ui_fl_table1,clear
* d==1 for earlier cohort with post-incarceration spell outcomes 

* d==0 for later cohort with only pre-incarceration spell outcomes
gen d_s = d*s
foreach y of varlist  earn_gt_zero earn_gt_poverty earn_avg {

 reg `y' s if d==1, cluster(in_date)

 reg `y' s $x1 if d==1, cluster(in_date)

 reg `y' s d_s $x1 , cluster(in_date)

 * delta`y’ set to missing for later cohort when d==0
 reg delta`y’ s , cluster(in_date) 

 reg delta`y’ s $x1 , cluster(in_date)

 reg delta`y’ s $x1 $x2 , cluster(in_date)

 reg delta`y’ s $x1 $x2 $x3 , cluster(in_date)

}

*** TABLE 1 - columns 4-6.

use ui_ca_table1
* d==1 for earlier cohort with post-incarceration spell outcomes 

* d==0 for later cohort with only pre-incarceration spell outcomes

gen d_s = d*s

foreach y of varlist  earn_gt_zero earn_gt_poverty earn_avg {

 reg `y’ s     if d==1, cluster(docket_num)

 reg `y’ s $x1 if d==1, cluster(docket_num)

 reg `y’ s d_s $x1, cluster(docket_num)

}

*** TABLE 2

 use all_ca_table2,clear

 * id numbers from 1 to N for individuals with valid UI data; `max_id’ is N

 * all cases with and without UI data have unique defendant number
 * initialize predicted value to zero 

 gen s_hat = 0

 * loop through each id

 forvalues i = 1/`max_id' {

  * `i’ is in district `d’

  qui sum district_id if id==`i'

  local d = `r(mean)'

  * `i’ in district `d’ is assigned to judge `j’

  qui sum dist_`d’_judge if id==`i'

  local j = `r(mean)'

  * estimate judge fixed effect within district, conditional on calendar quarter

  qui areg s dist_`d’_judge_* if district_id==`d' & id!=`i', ab(district_quarter)

  * judge 1 is the omitted judge from the regression

  if `j'!=1 {

   * calculate and store predicted value for judge `j’ based on regression `i’

   * all values are relative to zero for judge 1

   * district means not added here, since later regression have district fixed effects

   qui replace s_hat = _b[dist_`d’_judge_`j'] if id==`i'

  }

}
sort id

keep if id!=.

save s_hatdata,replace
use ui_ca_table2,clear
merge id using s_hatdata
* d==1 for earlier cohort with post-incarceration spell outcomes 

* d==0 for later cohort with only pre-incarceration spell outcomes

gen d_s = d*s
foreach y of varlist earn_gt_zero earn_gt_poverty earn_avg {

  qui reg `y’ s d_s $x1 , cluster(docket_num) 

  ivreg `y’ (s=s_hat) $x1 if d==1, cluster(docket_num) 

}
*** TABLE 3
forvalues t=1/3 {
 use ui_fl_table3_`t’,clear 
 * Unlike ui_fl_table1.dta, these files have no cohorts w/only pre-incarceration spell outcomes 
 foreach y of varlist  earn_gt_zero earn_gt_poverty earn_avg {

   reg `y' s , cluster(in_date)

   reg `y' s $x1 , cluster(in_date)

   reg delta`y’ s , cluster(in_date) 

   reg delta`y’ s $x1 $x2 , cluster(in_date)

   reg delta`y’ s $x1 $x2 $x3, cluster(in_date)

 }
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